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Note: This version of this story makes extensive use of
Note

mental pictures, or "flashbacks." There is no attempt,
however, to give exact instuctions on how these would
be edited into the scenes.

FADE IN

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT WORK DESK - AFTERNOON

David, a retiree of 65, is sitting in front of his computer
writing a story. You can see from his face that he is
thinking of the action as he is wrting.

EXT. DEEP SPACE

Flashback: Two space ships approach each other from a
distance and fire on eachother. One is hit and wobbles, then
is hit again and blows up.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT WORK DESK - AFTERNOON

As David continues to write, the doorbell rings. He looks
over and begins to get up.

INT. DAVID'S BUILDING OUTSIDE HIS DOOR - AFTERNOON

We see a woman, Susanna, about 25, standing at the door
waiting for an answer. She is carrying a clipboard full of
papers. She is carefully dressed, but her style is not
corporate - it's casual. She wants to look friendly.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT DOOR - AFTERNOON

David is carelessly dressed, but clean. He peers through the
peep hole, then opens the door. Susanna stands somewhat
silhouetted by the afternoon sunlight streaming into the
hallway from nearby windows.

DAVID
Hello! (smiling broadly) 

SUSANNA
Hello. (smiling but trying to look
proper) I'm Susanna Williams, your
new Social Services Director.

DAVID
Really!

SUSANNA
I'm surveying the residents to see
what activities they might be
interested in. Would you be willing
to answer some questions?

DAVID
Sure.

They remain standing facing each other in the doorway. But
she shifts position so the clip board won't block her face
while she's writing on it.
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SUSANNA
Name?

DAVID
Dave Jackson. 

SUSANNA
Age?

DAVID
Sixty five.

SUSANNA
Working?

DAVID
Retired.

SUSANNA
Any special needs?

DAVID
What's that mean?

SUSANNA
Medical situations, stuff like
that.

DAVID
I guess not.

SUSANNA
Any special activities you might be
interested in? All-building parties
or things like that?

DAVID
I'd like a way to meet some of the
other tenants. It's not like the
suburbs where you can say hello to
someone while they're out mowing
their lawn.

SUSANNA
(Looks understandingly at
him, in a professional
sort of way)

I know what you mean. I'll see what
I can do along that line. Would you
like a schedule of what I have
planned so far? I plan a little
open house - chat time - every
Friday morning, followed by a
class. And here's a sheet about our
usual range of services.

She offers him the papers and he takes them and looks them
over.
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DAVID
Oh I see. Help finding a job,
government agencies...mental
health. OK, I get the idea.

SUSANNA
Good! Well, thanks for your time. 

She offers her hand. He takes it and gives a slight shake,
and bows slightly (his habit).

DAVID
You're welcome.

SUSANNA
See you at our meeting this Friday?

DAVID
Sure!

She grins at him and walks away.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - AFTERNOON

Flashback: A girl and boy, each about seven yesrs old, stand
facing each other. She grabs his shoulders, leans forward,
and gives him a quick kiss on the mouth, then grins and runs
to class. He smiles widely.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT DOOR - AFTERNOON

David smiles back. He is taken by this girl.

He closes the door.

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

The room is stylish but cheaply furnished. "Modern" art on
the walls from a local artist. Gentrified downtown.

At the far end of the room, windows overlook the street. Two
tables are set up with a few chairs around them. Susanna
sits at the one nearest the center of the room, facing away
from the windows and into the room. David enters.

SUSANNA
Hello! You're the first one here!

DAVID
Good! (seeing a clipboard in front
of her) What's this?

SUSANNA
It's paperwork I have to keep for
my job.
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DAVID
Oh (starts to fill it in, as the
data needed are obvious) OK...Do
you really need my phone and email?

SUSANNA
Well, no. But they ask for it...

DAVID
(finishes it)

OK. (looks around) I don't come in
here much. Looks pretty nice.

SUSANNA
I really like it...Sit, let's talk.

DAVID
(sitting)

So, you work for this company...
Life steps.

SUSANNA
Yup.

DAVID
And you provide social services to
the residents. Like a social
worker.

SUSANNA
Right. I'm assigned to several
apartment complexes. Most of them
are way out of town.

DAVID
You don't live in town?

SUSANNA
Yuba City.

DAVID
Holy crap, that's quite a drive!

SUSANNA
I'm on the road a lot.

DAVID
What sort of training did you get
to qualify you for the job?

SUSANNA
Four years of college. I majored in
psychology.

DAVID
How did you like college, and
psychology?
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SUSANNA
It was OK...

DAVID
Were you hoping it would answer
some questions for you?

SUSANNA
(nods yes)

Yes, I really hoped it would.

INT. SUSANNA'S COLLEGE DORM ROOM - EVENING

Flashback: Susanna a few years younger is sitting in a
chair, with her feet up and her arms around her legs. She
looks very upset, on the verge of tears.

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

DAVID
I've noticed a lot of young people
interested in psychology. But I
don't know that it really delivers
for them.

SUSANNA
I learned a lot. But it doesn't
have all the answers.

DAVID
That's a shame. We need answers.

SUSANNA
I think we're making progress...

DAVID
But what do you think about the
heavy reliance on drugs?

SUSANNA
(looks down)

I'm not real happy about that.

DAVID
Have you had personal experience
with them?

SUSANNA
(looks a tiny bit
embarrassed)

Yes, a little...

INT. MENTAL HEALTH CLINIC AT A UNIVERSITY 

Flashback: A young female student (Susanna) looks down as
she talks to a psychologist. She is visibly upset about
something. He writes out something for her and hands it to
her. We see that it recommends some sort of medicine.
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INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

DAVID
(looks straight at her)

Are you happy in your current work?

SUSANNA
(slightly forces a smile)

It's a good job. It gives me a lot
of satisfaction to help people.

DAVID
But...you can't always help
everyone.

SUSANNA
(looks down again)

That's true.

INT. COMMON ROOM AT SOME OTHER APARTMENT COMPLEX

Flashback: Susanna is sitting in front of a young woman who
is crying. Susanna holds her hands and tries to console her.

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

DAVID
(shifting the focus of
the conversation)

My parents both studied social work
in college. They went to UCLA.
That's where they met.

SUSANNA
Cool!

DAVID
I don't know how much psychology
they studied. They never talked
about psychology - absolutely
never. But my dad sure knew a lot
of psychologists. He knew a
psychiatrist, too.

SUSANNA
Where did he work?

DAVID
He started out just after college -
just after marrying my mom - at
Easter Seals. You know about them?

SUSANNA
I've heard of them.

DAVID
They mostly help crippled kids.
They are known for helping kids
with cerebral palsy. 
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SUSANNA
Sure.

DAVID
My dad told me once that seeing
those kids so messed up and unhappy
was too much for him. He couldn't
take it. So he applied for a grant
to go back to school, and became a
professor.

SUSANNA
What about your mom?

DAVID
She was mostly a housewife until
her kids grew up, but she liked to
do volunteer political work and
other stuff like that. She was a
good lady.

SUSANNA
Was?

DAVID
We lost her in a car accident
several years ago.

SUSANNA
Sorry!

DAVID
After my dad graduated, we moved to
another college town. Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

SUSANNA
Wow. Michigan.

DAVID
It was pretty different, after
living in California for ten years.
I could never get used to it
socially, so I moved back.

SUSANNA
Where did you move back to?

DAVID
Berkeley.

SUSANNA
Berkeley! Did you go to school
there?

DAVID
No, I never went to college. When I
went back, I worked there as an

(MORE)
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DAVID (cont'd)
electronics technician before
joining my church.

SUSANNA
You seem, though... pretty smart.

DAVID
Growing up around college-educated
people has its advantages and its
disadvantages.

SUSANNA
Like what?

DAVID
They can focus too much on thoughts
and disregard feelings.

INT. MODERN UPPER CLASS HOME LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Flashback: A man sits in his chair reading his paper. A
teenage version of David is on the couch flipping through a
news magazine. He gets to an article about the Vietnam War.

DAVID
Dad, this war scares me.

DAD
Thank goodness you're not draft age
yet!

DAVID
But what about the guys who are?

His dad seems to ignore the question and goes back to his
paper.

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

SUSANNA
Yeah, I've noticed that.

DAVID
What about your parents? 

SUSANNA
My dad went to college, but not my
mom. They wanted all their kids to
go, of course.

DAVID
Sure.

So, they strike things off well. They meet this way over and
over again. Many times. We swoop in and out of their space,
but always hear them talking. They are polite with each
other, but not superficial.
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DAVID
So our topic for today is...how to
listen. That's a good subject.

SUSANNA
As usual, you're my only student.

DAVID
Well, we have to stick to the
calendar...let's look at these
materials...

He takes a stapled sheet from a little stack on the table.

DAVID
Let them talk - very important!
Don't be critical - even more
important. It's good advice. I
learned this a different way, but
it's good.

SUSANNA
Do you think anything important is
missing?

DAVID
What I've noticed about this type
of advice is...it tends to leave
out the basics. Like, it's not
based on any fundamentals that you
can think with. It's just bullet
points on how to behave in certain
situations.

SUSANNA
So, what do you think the basics
shuld be?

DAVID
You really want to know what I've
been taught?

SUSANNA
Sure, why not?

DAVID
Well, the first basic that never
gets mentioned in psychology is
that fact that an individual is an
immortal spiritual being.

SUSANNA
(looks at him)

That's what you believe?

DAVID
Well, yes. But it's not just a
belief. When you operate with that

(MORE)
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DAVID (cont'd)
assumption, it's easier to help
people. It's a basic truth that we
all share.

SUSANNA
I guess I can see that.

DAVID
You could consider it a discovery,
if you wanted. Even though the idea
has been around forever, we now
have a lot of evidence to support
it. But what is really special for
me is the information that has come
from human memory.

SUSANNA
You mean, more than just childhood
and that sort of thing?

DAVID
The research indicates that several
trillion years of past memories
exist in most people.

SUSANNA
That's...a lot of memory.

DAVID
It really is. And of course most of
it is just boring. Like driving to
work or whatever. But some of it is
really enlightening and this has
led to new therapies based on the
idea that the individual is a
spirit.

SUSANNA
So, this could explain some of the
strange things that people do?

INT. SUSANNA'S HOUSE

Flashback: Susanna stands facing her husband. They are
leaning towards each other a little, shouting. He gets angry
and pushes her. She runs to a different room and slumps in a
chair, crying very hard. He stands in the other room, not
understanding what he has just done. He doesn't understand
it at all. Neither of them do.

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

DAVID
Yes. Better than any theory based
on one life only. Even if you add
in Jung's collective unconscious.
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SUSANNA
(looks down, then back
up)

My husband sometimes gets upset for
no apparent reason, or thinks some
opinion I have is dangerous.

DAVID
(looking at her with new
interest)

Really?

SUSANNA
Yes...it gets us into trouble with
each other some times.

DAVID
That really sucks. A couple should
always be able to work things out.

SUSANNA
We don't see eye-to-eye on some
things...

DAVID
Are there kids involved?

SUSANNA
I have twins! They were preemies.

DAVID
Holy smokes. How old?

SUSANNA
They're close to four now.

DAVID
Nice.

SUSANNA
But...sometimes he argues with me
when the kids are around.

DAVID
You get mad at him for that?

SUSANNA
Yes!

DAVID
How do the kids take it?

SUSANNA
It's hard for me to tell. But I
think it upsets them a little.
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DAVID
At that age, the child might wish
he could do something to make mommy
and daddy like each other more. Or
he might wonder if he's causing the
problem.

SUSANNA
Really? You think so?

DAVID
Remember, they're actually immortal
beings. They've been adults before.
They've been in fights before.
Maybe they've started fights
before. It's not something totally
new to them. That can work in your
favor, but not always.

SUSANNA
How's that?

DAVID
They can be more tolerant of a
little yelling or whatever than you
might imagine. On the other hand,
violence, particulaly directed
towards - say - mom, could really
upset them, because they aren't big
enough to defend you. But they
might try anyway!

SUSANNA
Wow...I think I've seen that
happen.

INT. SUSANNA'S HOUSE

The family is sitting eating breakfast. The parents are
obviously discussing something difficult. Tempers flare. The
two boys look on. One boy grabs her arm.

SON1
Mama, don't be sad.

SON2
Daddy, I don't like it when you
yell.

The adults grow quiet, staring at each other, then the
children. Looking sort of embarrassed. 

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

DAVID
You know, my church offers marriage
counseling. 
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SUSANNA
He doesn't want to do anything like
that. He...it seems like he thinks
it's my problem.

DAVID
That's too bad. Marriages are
important. If not for the parents,
then for sure for the kids.

SUSANNA
(looking up at him with a
sense of recognition)

I'll keep trying to make it work.

Another meeting. They are walking in together. She looks
very sweet. He tries his best to act young and hide the
little pain he feels in his back when he walks.

DAVID
I forgot what today's subject is...

She hands him a sheet.

DAVID
...oh yeah, financial planning.

SUSANNA
(setting down her stuff
and getting out her pen
and clip board)

Sign in, please!

DAVID
Do they really use these sheets?

SUSANNA
I'm not sure. I guess so.

DAVID
OK. Financial planning. Let's see
how this compares to how I learned
it. (looks over the materials)
...fairly complete. Leaves out the
items you need if you are
self-employed, but basically OK.

SUSANNA
(teasing)

Mister know-it-all!

DAVID
I'm just trying to give you a sense
of comparison with another program
that is similar to what your
company does, but not based on
psychology.
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SUSANNA
You don't need much psychology to
write a budget.

DAVID
You'd be surprised. (smiles)
...How's it going at home?

SUSANNA
(looks at him and looks
down)

We've separated. I'm living at my
parents' place.

DAVID
Crap!

SUSANNA
Something's bugging him, David. It
was getting pretty bad.

DAVID
I get it. Not targeting you.

SUSANNA
Thanks.

DAVID
I wish...I wish I could help more.
But I don't know what to suggest
other than marriage counseling...
Besides, you're the social worker,
not me. What do I know?

SUSANNA
Sometimes I think more than me.

DAVID
(realizing he criticized
her)

I'm sorry. It's your life. You have
to handle it as you see fit.

SUSANNA
I feel like I'm missing something.
Like I should be able to figure
this out, but I can't.

DAVID
Would you visit my church if I went
with you?

SUSANNA
I could do that. But I'm so busy. I
don't feel like I can afford the
time to get help from someone else.
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DAVID
Well, we have our little weekly
talks at any rate. That's better
than nothing.

SUSANNA
(smiling at him)

I appreciate your support. I really
do.

Two weeks go by.

David sits at the "bar" in the common room. Finally she
arrives.

DAVID
I got the message you couldn't make
it last week. Is everything OK?

SUSANNA
I was filing divorce papers.

DAVID
Divorce? What happened?

SUSANNA
We got into an argument while I was
holding one of the kids. He bumped
me. It was the last straw.

DAVID
Oh shit.

SUSANNA
I'll be OK.

DAVID
What do your parents think?

SUSANNA
They agreed it was the only choice
I had.

DAVID
All right.

They just look at each other for a while. He sitting, she
still standing.

SUSANNA
Come on, let's look at the morning
course materials!

DAVID
What's today's topic?

SUSANNA
Low cost nutritional snacks!
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He takes a packet from her and they sit down. We watch them
go over the different sheets as we withdraw from the scene.
They seem to be in very good communication.

Next time. Susanna is laying her materials out on the table
when David comes in.

SUSANNA
Hello!

DAVID
Hi. How are things going?

SUSANNA
(still standing)

Oh, all right. (looks down)

DAVID
What happened?

SUSANNA
My ex got in a fight. When he came
to pick up the kids, he had two
bandages on his face.

DAVID
Wow.

SUSANNA
He told me two guys attacked him in
the parking lot of a restaurant and
beat the crap out of him.

DAVID
I had no idea a restaurant parking
lot could be such a dangerous
place.

SUSANNA
It probably didn't help that he
threatened them after they taunted
him.

DAVID
He told you that?

SUSANNA
I pulled it out of him.

DAVID
Wow. Life can be wild.

SUSANNA
(sitting down and turning
to him)

I'm thinking of renting a place
across the street. One of the other
girls in the building has
volunteered to watch my boys.
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DAVID
We'd be neighbors.

SUSANNA
Yep.

DAVID
Today's topic?

SUSANNA
Can you stay for the painting
workshop? I'm expecting some others
to participate.

DAVID
That would be great!

They work together to get out the supplies and set them up
around the table. Two more residents arrive, and they each
make a painting.

Susanna paints a big sunflower.

David paints a sun shining over a field with a woman's face
looking on.

Tom paints an abstract rectangular object with dots and
strong colors.

Beth (in a wheelchair) comes in late and starts working on a
painting that is almost entirely pink.

Next time.

Susanna gets up as David enters.

SUSANNA
I've moved in! Let's go see my new
building!

EXT. BEL VUE APARTMENTS - MORNING

They walk across the street. She gestures up at her windows
and is talking to him. They go inside.

INT. BEL VUE APARTMENTS - MORNING

Susanna takes David on a tour.

SUSANNA
They're still working on the lobby
and rooms in back...Hi!

A workman is up on a ladder. He returns her greeting.

SUSANNA
Nice entry, huh? I like it.
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DAVID
It is nice.

They go up the stairway at the side of the lobby.

SUSANNA
My room's the first one on the far
hall...Here it is.

DAVID
Cool!

INT. LINDA'S BEDROOM - DAYTIME

Flashback: A little girl of about eight holds the hand of a
little boy of about eight as they stand in the doorway of
her bedroom. She leads him in and shows him her toys. He
points to a zoetrope (a simple animation toy) and she pulls
it off the shelf and shows him how it works. He looks
through the slits and sees a clown (like a court jester)
dancing.

INT. DAVID'S BERKELEY APARTMENT - NIGHT

Flashback: A young man (David) and woman (Susan) face each
other and she kisses him. She is obviously leading him into
their lovemaking. She stops to take off her top, then
continues. They seem quite passionate.

INT. BEL VUE APARTMENTS - MORNING

David and Susanna walk around some more then leave.

EXT. BEL VUE APARTMENTS - MORNING

They walk back out and across the street. She remains quite
effusive. He helps us notice how young and pretty she looks.

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

Next time. They walk in together.

SUSANNA
I brought my laptop. I'm ready to
watch those videos you keep telling
me about. I think we need to sit
here to get a good enough signal.

She sits down with him at the closer end of the "bar" and
opens up the laptop. With some trouble she gets it connected
to the internet.

The first video is about twin brothers who run a tutoring
company in Mexico.

She points to things she notices, and laughs at some parts. 

The second video is about a guy who lost his mother to a
drug gang in New Jersey, took the rap for the murder, then



19.

started a drug education activity when he got out.

As he tells the story of how his mother got mudered, she is
genuinely upset. She stares wide-eyed as he tells the story
of his jail time and recovery, and of his attempts to start
a drug education program. She seems happy that he has been
successful, but still shocked by the overall stroy.

SUSANNA
Did they ever find out who killed
her?

DAVID
No, they never did.

SUSANNA
That's so sad.

DAVID
It's amazing, though, how this guy
bounced back.

SUSANNA
Where did he get the strength?

DAVID
Well, I'm glad you finally found
the strength to watch two videos
with me. Well done!

He offers his hand and they shake. He grins widely.

EXT. DAVID'S NEIGHBORHOOD 1963 - MIDDAY

Flashback: Eight-year-olds Linda and David walk slowly on
the sidewalk, near his house. They are dawdling, just
enjoying a pleasant afternoon. She pulls something out of
her pants pocket (she is wearing somewhat baggy pants,
corduroy) and shows it too him. It is a little wooden mask
in the style of the West Africans.

LINDA
It's for you.

She gives it to him. He feels it, he looks at it. He smiles
and hugs her. They walk to his house and they go in. He
shows her around a bit. The living room in front. The
stairway, the dining room, the kitchen, the breakfast room,
the door out to the backyard. The fuschia bush. A
hummingbird darts in for a moment. (It is a magical world
for them.) 

DAVID
Let's go hide!

He takes her into the dark garage. In front of them is an
old Pontiac, parked. To the right is a workbench with
woodworking tools. To the left is a storage area with sheets
of plywood or something. He takes her into the storage area
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and stands facing her, very close.

DAVID
Let's kiss like they do in the
movies!

They do. Considering they are just children, they kiss very
convincingly. They really seem to love each other very much.

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - MORNING

SUSANNA
My twins turn 4 next month. I'm
having a party for them here in
this room. You're invited.

DAVID
Really? ...I might be a bit late,
but I could be there.

SUSANNA
Good!

INT. DAVID'S BLDG. COMMON ROOM - EVENING

David arrives with the family gathering in progress - almost
over. Dad is trying to play ping pong with one of his sons.
Her brothers and sisters are mostly on couches in the front.
The parents are in the back, helping the twins open the rest
of their presents. There are some friends and friends' kids
there, too, playing with toys or picking at pieces of cake
or tortilla chips with nacho sauce.

David walks back towards the gift opening. Susanna greets
him.

SUSANNA
I think I went a little overboard
with the decorations.

DAVID
It's nice!

She brings him around to the family.

SUSANNA
Dad, this is David.

DAD
Hey man, welcome!

DAVID
Thanks!

SUSANNA
Mom, this is David.

MOM
Pleased to meet you.
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SUSANNA
My sisters ... my brothers.

They look up briefly from what they are involved in and nod.
The sister closest to her in age is also very pretty but
looks quite different, a lot thinner.

SUSANNA
Help us finish up the food!

David sits down at the "bar" and gathers together some
snacks. Susanna's ex is behind the "bar" in the food prep
area, helping one of his boys figure out one of his new
toys. David looks on. The kid is finally satisfied or bored
and begins chasing his brother.

DAVID
Have you ever been in this room
before?

EX
No. It's nice, I really like it.

He is busying himself with the beginning of clean up.

EX
Do you know if they have a supply
of garbage bags here someplace?

DAVID
I've looked before, and never found
any. I guess they expect people to
supply their own.

EX
Makes sense. I have some in the
truck. I'll go out and get them.

Her ex leaves to get bags. David notices that he is a bit
shunned by the others.

When Susanns's ex returns with the bags, David helps put
away the trash. When they are pretty much done, he finds
Susanna, playing with her twins.

DAVID
Guess I'll shove off. Thanks for
inviting me. I enjoyed it.

SUSANNA
You're welcome. You didn't have to
stay for the clean up. That was
nice of you.

DAVID
Thanks. See you next time.

SUSANNA
See you.
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Note: The above scenes were real events, though not
Note

necessarily perfectly duplicated. The remaining scenes
never happened to the author of this story.

It is spring. It rains hard. The next Friday passes with no
meeting. David is mopey. But his life goes on.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT - MORNING

David is puttering around. He gets something to eat, checks
the mail, then fires up the computer. While he is waiting
for it to boot, he grabs something off his workbench
(located just to the right of his computer table) and looks
at it pensively.

He is still dressed in his pajamas, as is his custom in the
mornings when he doesn't have to go out right away.

The door bell rings.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT DOOR - MORNING

Outside is Susanna. She is dressed more casual than her
usual style. She seems a tiny bit nervous. Was this the
right thing for her to do?

David stands up, pats his hair down a little, and peers
through the peep hole. He opens the door. We see her lighted
by the sunlight coming in through David's windows.

SUSANNA
I figured you'd be here.

DAVID
(a bit dumbfounded)

What's up?

SUSANNA
May I come in?

DAVID
Sure.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT - MORNING

She enters. We see the rest of his place for the first time.
It isn't the usual nice apartment. It's sort of a "man cave"
full of his projects, books and gear.

SUSANNA
(looking around)

Wow.

DAVID
(smiling weakly)

My world.

SUSANNA
Where do you sit?
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DAVID
There are several places to sit,
actually. Here, take my main chair.

He shows her to his chair in front of his computer table. He
sits in the chair at his workbench. These are both used
office chairs on wheels.

DAVID
(still looking kind of
shocked, but very
interested)

What's up?

SUSANNA
I lost my job. I can't be your
Director of Social Services any
more.

DAVID
(shaking his head)

Why?

SUSANNA
They told me they were afraid my
family instability would continue
to affect my performance. My boss
said that I could probably come
back if I could get my life more
under control.

DAVID
Oh.

SUSANNA
I wanted you to know.

For some seconds they just sit looking at each other.

DAVID
It's a bright spring morning. We're
here. Let's go out and play. I can
think of two games that we both
should be able to handle.

SUSANNA
Play? Where?

DAVID
There's a park just a couple blocks
away.

He gets up and rummages around in a closet. He finds a bag
and pulls it out. He hands it to her.

DAVID
I need to change. Look the other
way.
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She turns away but she smiles. And while he changes out of
his PJ bottoms into real clothes, she looks back at him. She
smiles when their eyes meet.

DAVID
Come on, let's go.

EXT. CITY STREETS ON WAY TO PARK - LATE MORNING

They walk out of his building and towards the park. They
don't walk very fast. She looks inside the bag he gave her
to carry. It contains two badminton rackets and some
birdies.

SUSANNA
There's no net!

DAVID
This game is called netless
badminton.

SUSANNA
Oh...

EXT. CITY PARK - DAYTIME

The park covers a city block. It is basically a grass field
with a high fence around it, suitable for baseball. They
walk in.

DAVID
Netless badminton. The object of
the game is to keep the birdie in
the air as long as possible.

SUSANNA
How do you keep score?

DAVID
I never tried to keep score. It's
just fun, that's all. We'll start
pretty close, and then increase the
distance.

They play his game. They both have a hard time at first. The
birdie flies all over the place. But after a while they  get
a little better at it.

Note: This game dramatizes the Communication Formuala.
Note

Cause-Distance-Effect, with Intention, Attention and
Duplication with Understanding.

They whack the birdie back and forth to each other across
the field. This goes on for some time. Finally, Susanna
begins to look tired. But she also looks quite radiant.

SUSANNA
My arm's tired!
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DAVID
OK. Second game. It's a chasing
game.

They meet at the bag and put the rackets away.

DAVID
Who do you think is faster?

SUSANNA
Me, probably.

DAVID
Good, then I'll chase you.

SUSANNA
You'll chase me? 

DAVID
Yes! You have to stay away from me
any way you can, except to run off
the field.

SUSANNA
And why have the slower one chase
the faster one?

DAVID
So it lasts longer.

SUSANNA
What happens if you catch me?

DAVID
I get to kiss you.

SUSANNA
You're kidding! 

DAVID
Nope.

She laughs. 

They start by walking out into the field, some distance
apart. 

DAVID
Go!

He starts running towards her, and she runs away.

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - AFTERNOON

Flashback: Seven-year-old David is chasing Barbara. He can
catch up to her sometimes, but she always twists away and
runs off. He catches her once by the shoulders and tries to
kiss her, but she won't let him do it. She twists out of his
grasp once again.
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EXT. CITY PARK - DAYTIME

Susanna is quite good at evading David. They keep it up for
some time, but they are obviously both getting tired.

Finally he corners her, and instead of darting away, she
stops, and he walks up to her. He grabs her by the shoulders
and gives her a peck on the lips.

She grabs him by the waist and pulls him towards her, and
they embrace.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT BATHROOM

David and Susanna are both sitting in the bathtub. They have
the water on. She is facing the tap and he is in back of her
with a soapy wash cloth scrubbing her back.

As she turns the water off...they are quiet...

DAVID
It's very beautiful.

SUSANNA
What is?

DAVID
Your body.

SUSANNA
My face is breaking out.

DAVID
I didn't notice... I mean, though,
that it's a young, healthy body
inhabited by a healthy being. And
that will make just about any body
beautiful.

She turns towards him as the view follows her back. She
takes the wash cloth and begins to scrub his arms and chest.

DAVID
I try to stay healthy, but the
body's old. Forty years older than
yours. And look at it. Grey hair.
Extra fat. Wrinkles. It's a dirty
trick to play on Mankind.

SUSANNA
How so?

DAVID
I think that once the body is
grown, it should stay in perfect
shape until the being decides it's
time to let go of it. Then we could
continue to play like kids, right
up until we shove off.
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SUSANNA
That would be nice.

DAVID
I think I'm clean. Are you clean?

SUSANNA
Think so.

She starts splashing water at him. And he splashes her back.
They play together like children.

INT. DAVID'S FAMILY HOUSE BATHROOM 1959

Flashback: A five year old boy and a four year old girl -
brother and sister - sit in a bathtub naked, sort of
pleasantly splashing at each other. Mom looks on from a
little distance. They both seem quite happy, quite innocent.

EXT. CITY PARK - DAYTIME

We see David and Susanna continue to play in the park over
the summer. They get very good at badminton. He seems to be
getting more spry, and she continues to enjoy herself.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT - MORNING

This Sunday morning David is dressed and ready. He picks at
some food, waiting. But Susanna doesn't show up.

Finally, his phone rings. It's her.

SUSANNA
Honey, I'm so sorry I didn't call
earlier. ... I got my job back. I
have to get ready for tomorrow.

DAVID
That's great news!

SUSANNA
Sunday was my only free day - my
only day without the kids here.

DAVID
You've got a life to live, girl.
And so do I. We'll stay in touch,
right?

SUSANNA
(crying)

I feel...cruel. 

DAVID
Su, don't worry. We can stay
friends. And if not, we can find
new ones. It'll be OK.
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SUSANNA
That's what I'm supposed to tell
you!

DAVID
I love you.

SUSANNA
I love you.

INT. DAVID'S APARTMENT DOOR - AFTERNOON

Flashback: Susanna appears in the doorway just as she did at
the beginning of the story.

Fantasy: As she stands there, her form dissolves into a
shower of golden sparks.

David stands in front of an empty doorway.

He closes the door and turns away, then stops, looks back
towards the door for a few seconds, sort of shakes his head.

FADE OUT
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