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INT. BOY'S BEDROOM

Prosper is lying on his back, asleep. A sliver of sunlight
crawls up his face and hits him in the eye.

PROSPER
Uh!

NARRATOR
I still remember that morning...

He realizes he overslept and leans over to tap on his phone.
No response. He gets up and runs to Emil's room.

INT. MAN'S BEDROOM

PROSPER
Dad! My phone doesn't work!

Emil, Prosper's father, is still in bed. 

EMIL
Wha - what? Oh shit! 

Emil realizes it is light outside already. By habit he
reaches for the lamp on the bed table. It doesn't turn on.
He goes to the door, and tries the light switch. No lights
go on.

EMIL
Power failure? Strange. But the
phones should still work. 

He goes to his phone and taps. No response. He looks at it
blankly.

EMIL
Strange! Well son, we seem to be in
a bit of a bind.

NARRATOR
What an understatement!

INT. THEIR KITCHEN

They find the fridge still cold, eat some cereal and milk,
dress and go outside.

EXT. THEIR NEIGHBOHOOD IN FLORENCE

Neighbor Sidney is in his drveway with his car hood open.

NARRATOR
The neighborhood was quiet for a
Monday morning.

SIDNEY
(To himself) Dammit, my car won't
start!
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EMIL
Your power off, too, Sidney?

SIDNEY
What? Oh Emil! I didn't expect you
home! You're usually gone so early.

EMIL
I'm late. Our power's out AND our
phones are dead!

SIDNEY
My power, too. Haven't checked the
phone yet. You know...

EMIL
Well, I can give you a ride.

Emil hits the button on the key fob. No response. He takes
the real key and opens the door.

NARRATOR
It was a nice Lexis...I looked
forward to the day when I could
drive it.

Emil turns the key in the ignition. Nothing happens.

... 

The sound of a less-than-well-muffled automobile approaches
from down the hill. A minute later, Jerry Hudson (driving
his 1964 Buick LeSabre) is in front of their yard, honking.

JERRY
Y'all want a ride?

EMIL
Jerry! I thought you only drove
that jalopy on special occasions!

JERRY
Reckon this is one. My other car
wouldn't start.

EMIL
How old is that thing?

JERRY
It's a 1964! Yeah, nice little
lady! 

PROSPER
Don't sound much like a lady.

JERRY
Gotta let these things roar a bit.
Helps remind me how much gas they
use!
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EMIL
Is your power out too?

JERRY
Sure 'nuf. 

EMIL
I think we should head over to the
plant and see what's going on. Want
to come, Sid?

SIDNEY
That's fine. I'll wait it our here
at home.

EMIL
Suit yourself. ...  All right,
Jerry, let's go. 

Emil and Prosper pile into Jerry's car.

INT. JERRY'S CAR

JERRY
If my gauge is still working, looks
like I need some gas.

EMIL
That's fine. I'll even pitch in. We
need to find out what the heck is
happening.

EXT. SAL'S GAS STATION

Sal Nucci is out in front of his 76 station, putting up a
hand-made "out of order" sign. They pull in anyway.

EMIL
What's the problem Sal?

SAL
Power's out, and I don't have any
backup. But you're the first car
I've seen this morning. What's
going on?

EMIL
I don't know, but we need a full
tank to help us find out.

SAL
I'll siphon some for you Emil. I
know you're good for it. 

EMIL
Thanks a bunch, Sal.

They get the gas and pull out.
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EXT. POWER STATION

They drive to a gas-fired generating facility at the edge of
town and pull in at the front. 

NARRATOR
We'd put a lot of solar in, and
some wind. But it wasn't enough yet
to handle peak loads. In any case,
the electronics installed at the
plant usually handled all the
switching very smoothly.

The Operations Manager comes out to greet them. He looks a
bit haggard.

OPS MANAGER
Mr. Lafontain! I was wondering if
you would show up. We're working as
fast as we can to determine the
cause of this shutdown.

EMIL
Do you have time to give me what
data you have so far?

OPS MANAGER
I'm doing the rounds, checking the
different teams. We've been at this
for about five hours now. Willing
to follow me around?

EMIL
Sure! 

PROSPER
Can I come? 

EMIL
Sure, son. I'm going to need your
help today; I can just feel it.

PROSPER
Great Dad!

EXT. BACK OF POWER STATION

They walk near the yard where the switchgear stands,
enclosed by a fence with "warning high voltage" signs on it.

OPS MANAGER
All the switchgear seems to work.
We've tested it with battery backup
power.

Next they walk to the control shed.
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INT. POWER CONTROL SHED

OPS MANAGER
This seems to be the core of the
problem. The equipment is on, and
the batteries will keep it on for
maybe a day or two. But the
readouts are blank. So are our
computer screens.

EMIL
Is any equipment working?

OPS MANAGER
Yeah, the old analog stuff. We
still have a few bits of it here
and there. We're using it to
monitor battery voltage, and the
main line. We'll turn on the
generator if we have to, but for
now we're saving on fuel and seeing
what we can do on batteries.

EXT. BACK OF POWER STATION

They walk to the generation plant, and go inside.

INT. POWER GENERATION PLANT

OPS MANAGER
We've got fuel. The gennies will
run. But our monitors are all
blank. We don't want to spin up
without being able to tell what the
gennies are doing. ... There's a
team in back seeing if they can
find any older protection equipment
to replace these.

EMIL
What about the rest of the grid?
Have you received any word?

OPS MANAGER
We can't find a working phone in
the place. There's a land line we
hope we can get working.

EMIL
Got any radio gear?

OPS MANAGER
Just walkie-talkies. Most of them
still work, except for some of the
newer ones. But, limited range.

EMIL
OK. We'll try to make it back
around later today. Good luck.
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OPS MANAGER
Thanks, we'll need it!

INT. JERRY'S CAR

EMIL
Let's visit Paul next, Jerry.

NARRATOR
Paul was a HAM. He lived at one of
the highest points in town.

EXT. PAUL'S HOUSE

Emil and Prosper go to the door and knock. After a bit he
answers.

PAUL
What the?! Oh, it's you Emil...

EMIL
Paul, can your rig work on battery
power?

PAUL
What's wrong? Why do you need a
short wave connection? Isn't this
just a little power problem?

EMIL
It looks a little worse than that,
Paul. We have yet to find a working
phone. We need a way to connect to
the rest of the world. Are you up
for firing her up this afternoon?

PAUL
You mean, like I would in a real
emergency? 

EMIL
Exactly. 

PAUL
OK, Emil, I'll get on it.

EMIL
We should be back this evening to
get a report. Use full emergency
protocol. Your records could become
useful if this doesn't get handled
quickly.

At that moment the porch light pops on, wavered a little,
then stays lit. 

EMIL
It looks like they've got the power
back on! 
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PAUL
I hope it stays that way; I had a
freezer full of meat put up.

The two walk back to Jerry's car. Emil looks in at the
driver.

EMIL
Jerry, how do you feel about
driving to Jackson? 

JERRY
Jeez, Emil, I'm hungry! Why
Jackson? 

EMIL
It's the nearest town that isn't on
the local grid. I want to see
what's going on there.

JERRY
Well, all right.

EMIL
Prosper will keep an eye open for a
place to eat. Right Pross?

PROSPER
Sure, Dad.

NARRATOR
My Dad had a business connection in
Jackson, so we started by visiting
his shop.

EXT. JACKSON BUSINESS DISTRICT

They drive up to a shop in Jackson. Stan is out in front
cleaning up.

STAN
Emil! What brings you over to our
neck of the woods?

EMIL
Is your power on Stan?

STAN
No, and I'm concerned. There's
something wrong with my cell phone,
so I don't know when they'll have
it back on.

EMIL
We haven't found a working cell
phone yet.

STAN
No, Emil! That's crazy!
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EMIL
I know...Do you know any HAMs who
participate in the emergency
network? 

STAN
Sure, a couple anyway.

EMIL
Can you do me a favor and get them
active on the basic emergency
drill? The one we use when the cell
towers go out.

STAN
So you think this is serious?

EMIL
It could be. But we need data. The
HAMs are the only hope I can think
of for getting communication lines
in over longer distances. Almost no
one has land lines any more. But,
that's my next stop.

They get back in the car and drive off.

EXT. JACKSON PHONE BUILDING

They get out and knock at the side door labled "SERVICE."
There is no response. They look around for another entrance.

Then a phone service van drives up and the technician gets
out and walks over to them.

PHONE TECH
Can I help you with anything,
folks?

EMIL
I'm Emil LaFontain. I run a
consulting firm in Florence. Our
specialty is infrastructure. This
is my son, Prosper, and that's
Jerry Hudson. (indicating the
others) We're trying to figure out
what happened and what we can do
about it. The cell network is down
or something, so we're checking the
land-based network.

PHONE TECH
I was just leaving to report back
to the central office. It looks
really strange, but I don't know
how much I'm authorized to tell
you. Would you mind following me
back there? It's not far away.
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They get in their respective vehicles and drive off.

INT. PHONE COMPANY OFFICE

EMIL
Chad? It's been a while...

CHAD
Emil. Sure, I remember! I've been
studying the Technology, you know.
Great stuff!

EMIL
Wow, I'd lost track of that; good
news!... Can we sit in on your
conference?

CHAD
Sure.

PHONE TECH
I found no sign that the power
transfer to batteries did not go
smoothly. But our computer systems
are no longer operational. We had
one legacy exchange in the office,
and that's still working. I think
there are only about 100 active
lines on it, though.

CHAD
How many lines is that gear
designed to handle?

PHONE TECH
I'd have to double-check, but I
think around a thousand.

CHAD
If the computer problem does not
resolve, then, we'll begin a
program of moving priority lines
over to the legacy gear.

PHONE TECH
That's all voice-only, you realize,
sir.

CHAD
Right. But that's better than no
communication at all! Don't you
agree Emil?

EMIL
Absolutely.

We catch up with the three as they return to Paul's house in
Florence.
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EXT. PAUL'S HOUSE

They walk up to the door and Paul comes out.

EMIL
What's the latest, Paul?

PAUL
So far, Mr. LaFontain, it's not
pretty. Every HAM I've contacted so
far is in as bad or worse shape as
we are here.

EMIL
How many contacts have you made so
far? 

PAUL
About a hundred and fifty. All
logged.

EMIL
What sort of geographical coverage
are we talking about?

PAUL
About a hundred were line-of-sight
contacts, within roughly 40 miles
of here. The rest were from all
over the place. My farthest contact
so far was in Ireland.

EMIL
And what did Ireland have to say?

PAUL
Same bad news. Power problems. No
phones. No computers.

EMIL
Shit.

They drive back to the power plant.

EXT. POWER STATION

A lineman supervisor comes out to greet them.

LINEMAN
We sent the Ops Manager home, Mr.
LaFontain. He couldn't keep his
eyes open. We've rigged up enough
legacy equipment to get two gennies
up and running. Hopefully that will
hold for a while. It's good this
... whatever it was ... didn't
damage the lines. All the linemen
are inside keeping an eye on the

(MORE)
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LINEMAN (cont'd)
gauges! We're using the older
walkie-talkies to stay in touch.
Our cell phones are totally
useless. I just don't get it.

EMIL
None of the computers are back up?

LINEMAN
Not a one, sir.

INT. THEIR KITCHEN

Emil opens the fridge, smells the milk, and pours it into
the sink. They look at some of the other stuff in the fridge
and it seems alright. They sit down to "dinner", but Emil
doesn't really eat. He looks really worried.

PROSPER
Dad, we're partners now, right? You
told me when Mom left that we had
to stick together and make it work.
So ... what's bothering you?

EMIL
I'm sorry son. I didn't want to
upset you with my thoughts.

PROSPER
If we're going to do this together,
we need to share. I have my ideas,
but I'm only twelve.

Emil looks straight at Prosper and smiles.

EMIL
Tell me your ideas, son. I'd like
to hear them. 

PROSPER
It seems to me like something has
happened that no one really planned
for. I guess it was supposed to be
impossible. All the computers on
the planet failing at the same
time? How could that happen?

EMIL
I can't even imagine how it could
happen. Do you think that's what
has occurred? 

PROSPER
What else could it be?

EMIL
Yeah. What else could it be?
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PROSPER
Dad, if there is anyone who could
turn this around, it's you.

EMIL
(smiles, then grimaces) Thanks,
son.

PROSPER
What's wrong, Dad? Is this one
really too big for us?

EMIL
It's the closest I've ever come
this lifetime to feeling totally
overwhelmed...I will need your
help. 

PROSPER
What about school and stuff like
that?

EMIL
I have a feeling this is going to
turn out to be more important than
school.

INT. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Sounds of a noisy crowd outside. Chanting "we want the
Mayor!"

A rock sails in through a side window, lands with a crash
and tinkle on the floor. It has a note attached to it. Emil
and Prosper are there with George, the Mayor, and the town
manager. Emil reads the note:

EMIL
What's the plan? Mouse or man? ...
He's a poet!

GEORGE
Goddam mob!

EMIL
I think, George, that it's time to
include the public in on this. If
we don't things will just get
worse. They should know. If they do
know, at least some of them will
want to help. Look at your people
as a resource instead of a
distraction. Be Mayor! Lead them,
but let them participate!

GEORGE
You speak wise words, Emil. But...I
don't know...what to do.
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EMIL
Is your PR person here?

TOWN MANAGER
She's in the lobby, trying to
handle what remains of the press
corps.

EMIL
Call her in here. We need her to
help with the crowd. The press will
probably go out and just stir them
up more, regardless of what we tell
them. And what about our community
leaders? The Interfaith Council?
The Chamber of Commerce? The
service organizations? 

GEORGE
So far I've just been trying to get
my facts straight.

EMIL
OK. But now it's time to
communicate. For all we know, they
could help you get your facts
straight, and help us handle the
people of your city. But the first
step is that crowd. I want you to
send her out there. Have her
annouce a town meeting. Soon. Have
her ask for their help, not just
their patience. We'll try to rig up
a sound system so the audience
isn't limited to the size of the
auditorium. Then we'll need to
invite all the community leaders to
come down.

GEORGE
All right, Emil. I almost wish I
could turn this show over to you.

EMIL
You're the Mayor, George! I'll be
here for you as much as I can, but
this part is your job.

GEORGE
Yeah, I guess it is!

INT. CITY HALL AUDITORIUM

NARRATOR
Dad seemed poised. But I felt
scared. The crowd was full of upset
people. They needed answers.
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EMIL
Mayor Brink asked me to open this
meeting with a technical briefing
concerning what happened last
Sunday night.

MAN IN AUDIENCE
Who are you?!

EMIL
Pardon me, I thought everyone here
would know me. My name is Emil
LaFontain, and I do consulting work
mostly regarding infrastructure. My
work has brought me into contact
with governments, utility
companies, and construction people.
I also serve on a committee to deal
with disaster response, so have
connections with the Amateur Radio
Emergency Service. I have requested
that that service be activated, and
the HAMs have provided us with the
bulk of the data I will present
tonight.

WOMAN IN AUDIENCE
Good to see you, Emil!

EMIL
Who's that? Oh, thanks, Betty!
But...I don't want to mince words.
Let me tell you what we have
learned so far. The event which
occurred last Sunday night appears
to have been a planet-wide event.
We have now collected at least
brief reports from every corner of
Earth. No one has reported that
they were not affected. In brief,
it appears that all systems that
rely on computers, even if only for
safety purposes, have been
disabled. This includes the
internet, of course, as well as
most modern cars, all sorts of
"intelligent" devices, and many
kinds of industrial equipment
including systems designed to
monitor the electric grid. This is
the only reason we are experiencing
problems with our electricity. We
have no reports of any physical
damage to the infrastructure. But
all our modern systems for
exchanging information and money
are currently not working. I
estimate it will take at least

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
another week to gather enough data
to develop any sort of definite
plan of action. Right now we are
very much just coping with the
situation.

We see the faces of various people in the audience and their
reactions.

EMIL
We need more data, including what
each of you is experiencing, and
any ideas you have of how you could
help. We want and need your help in
getting everyone through this.
Whatever you can do to help is
acceptable. There are forms in the
lobby with more information.
Realize that for right now we are
totally back to paper, pens,
bicycles and other "legacy"
technologies we thought we could
leave behind. The only reason we
have power here is because the
local plant had some legacy
equipment in storage that they
brought back into service. I
commend their Operations Manager
for his ingenuity in handling the
situation. We have no idea yet,
though, whether other communities
have been so fortunate... I also
want to take this opportunity to
speak to you on a more personal
level. I know many of us have been
struggling with ... with a sort of
conundrum - a seemingly unsolvable
puzzle, a riddle with no rational
answer to it. This same conundrum
has been with us since the
beginnings of history: We elevate
some among us to leadership
positions in government, in
business, in entertainment or in
our churches because they seem more
intelligent, more talented or
better educated. And we expect
these leaders to protect us from
the worst of what life has to
offer. We want a world of peace, of
security, of prosperity. And so
often we wind up with a world of
war, of criminality and of economic
hard times. Our leaders try to
convince us that they know what to
do, that they just need our support
or our loyalty. But the pattern

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
never seems to change. Here in
America, we had traveled far down
that same path when, in 1950,
someone came on the scene with a
solution.

MAN IN AUDIENCE
Practitioner! He's a Practitioner!

EMIL
Yes, I am a Practitioner. Does any
one else here have a problem with
that?

PEOPLE IN AUDIENCE
Let him speak! Yes, let him speak.

EMIL
All right. By 1950 criminal
elements in society had already
taken control of most of the major
communication media in this country
and in other parts of the world.
Now, a hundred years later, that
control has become almost complete.
What has been done for the most
part since then is that this good
news has been ignored. Before our
computer networks went down, you
had only one channel, our channel,
that was carrying this news. If you
didn't happen to switch to that
channel, you would likely be
unaware that any breakthrough had
ever occurred. If you did become
aware, you might have been
intrigued. But you would still have
had to study the Technology to
avail yourself of it, to be able to
apply it to yourself or others. And
lo and behold, those same criminal
elements also took over most of our
educational systems, with the
result that the population today is
about 50 percent functionally
illiterate, with most of the rest
just barely able to get by. I have
collected all the copies I could
find of one of the most basic
booklets we have about the
Technology. I urge you to take a
copy and do your best to read it
and understand it. Some of you may
already have a copy at home, as we
have been handing these out to
people for years now. It contains
very simple wisdom. I think you

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
will find it useful. And I
certainly will be using it for
guidance and inspiration as we move
through this. In short, what I'm
trying to get across to you is that
this age-old conundrum has been
solved. But most of us, and most of
our leaders, are still unaware of
this. When an unusual challenge
such as this one comes along, they
don't know what to do. But with a
bit of study, they can find out.

GEORGE
Does anyone have any immediate
questions for Mr. LaFontain?

WOMAN IN AUDIENCE
Your turn, Mayor!

GEORGE
All right, all right. I admit that
when this first hit I was at a
loss. My training in law, my
experience in business; none of it
prepared me for an event like this.
Just as Emil said, I didn't know
what to do, and I was afraid to
tell you, my friends, my
supporters, my rivals. I just
wanted to be left alone. I didn't
seek out Emil. He came here to make
me aware of what he had learned.
But when he saw how disabled I
felt, he counseled me. He told me:
George, the people are depending on
you for leadership. Don't turn away
from them now. Many of them are
your friends and will help you. Be
strong enough to ask for their
help. I think you can do it, he
told me... It felt for a minute
like my long-gone father...(he
breaks up a bit)...had returned to
cheer me on. Just like he used to
do during all those Little League
games when I was a kid. But Emil
was different. He had this book. He
told me, I gave you this book five
years ago, George. Did you ever
read it? Well, now I've read it.
And we are going to start to
rebuild our town. I don't care what
barriers come between us and our
hopes and dreams for something
better. I will keep pushing
forward, and I hope you will all

(MORE)
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GEORGE (cont'd)
join me. Now, rather than me
filling the air with more
platitudes, let's hear from you.
What's on your minds? What
immediate challenges are you
facing? I will do my best to
respond to your concerns.

WOMAN IN AUDIENCE
Mayor, I have never heard you speak
like this before!

GEORGE
This last few days have been a real
trial for me, like a slap in the
face that wakes you up. ... Who
else?

MAN IN AUDIENCE
Sir, ...

NARRATOR
A man spoke up who most of us
didn't recognize.

MAN IN AUDIENCE
I'm a truck driver. I just got into
town this morning. I haul produce
and other food items. Some were
destined for the markets here in
town, but the rest was going to be
delivered to places further west.
Now I've lost contact with company
headquarters. My cards don't work.
I can't get paid and I have no
directions from the office on what
to do about it. That produce will
stay fresh for only a few days. I
don't even know if I can get more
fuel for the truck to keep the
reefer running. That truck is my
livelihood. And now here I am stuck
in Florence.

GEORGE
Thank you, sir. I am sure you are
only one of many stuck in similar
positions. Even if we live here,
with the payment infrastructure
down, all our commercial activities
are threatened. This has been a
real rough one for me. But I would
start by referring you to Precept
20 in this little book: Try to
treat others as you would want them
to treat you. Suddenly, all we have
to spend is the change in our

(MORE)
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GEORGE (cont'd)
pockets. If you need food, if you
need fuel, or a charge for your EV,
how would you like to be treated in
this situation? How is the electric
company going to charge you for the
electricity you are using? How is
the city going to keep the water
treatment plant running? These are
huge questions. In the short term,
there is only one choice I see
that's at all realistic, and that's
to just be generous. I know it's
not the "normal" thing to do. But
suddenly things aren't normal any
more. How would you want a shop
keeper to treat you if, suddenly,
you went broke? I know we need
something better in the long term.
But for now I think the best policy
is to just help each other out the
best we can, within reason. This
isn't the time to start hoarding or
anything like that. We have no real
idea how long it will take before
our supply lines start flowing
again. But hopefully it won't take
that long.

WOMAN IN AUDIENCE
Mayor, what's going to happen with
our kids? Will schools re-open? Can
we get our cars working again so we
can transport them?

GEORGE
Harry? 

HARRY
The Board talked this over
yesterday. We decided that we
should do the best we can to keep
the schools running. We realized
that not just our kids might need a
classroom right now; some of their
parents might need places where
they can get together and re-learn
some almost-forgotten skills. Just
before we started, Lucy said we
should record this meeting! But it
was too late to get together a
system that would work. We've
become so used to just holding up
our phones. Who around here still
knows how to record sound onto
tape? I'm sure some of you have
some old cassette recorders in your
garages. But who knows how to use

(MORE)
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HARRY (cont'd)
them? So the normal curriculum will
be somewhat suspended for a while.
It's going to be How To Survive
Without Computers 101 for the next
few weeks. But we want to be open,
at least during regular school
hours. To conserve power, we'd like
to close at night.

GEORGE
Does anyone have data on how to get
the cars back on the road? Tom?

TOM
Our Techs know how to do it.
Technically, it defeats all your
security systems. That's the
tradeoff, and that's why we never
talk about it. Also the emissions
control systems will go out. But
that's the obvious short-term
handling. We've got to be able to
get around; it's a basic. We need
our vehicles for so many things.
So, we'll be modifying our own
fleet, then we'll start driving
around town and setting
appointments to do it for other
folks. It will take a while. The
procedure isn't super-simple. But
it can be done.

GEORGE
Thanks, Tom. That's a relief to
know you're in there pitching.
We're really going to need our cars
and trucks. Jerry can't fit the
whole town into his old LeSabre!
But I would caution you ... you've
all heard this before ... to be
thoughtful about your energy use.
Energy has been tight and expensive
for a long time now. That basic
situation hasn't changed. Be
sensible, but do your best to get
done what needs to get done.

MAN IN AUDIENCE
(upset) Why should we believe you?
Couldn't this be just another ploy
to get us to accept yet further
restrictions?

GEORGE
I know this is a concern for some
of you. We are trying our best to
be honest and open with you about

(MORE)
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GEORGE (cont'd)
what we know. Perhaps some day this
dependence on each other for data
will no longer be so needed. Emil
tells me that, in theory, we all
have the ability to know everything
we will ever need to know. But for
now that is a future dream. For
now, we must rely on our sources,
and you must rely on us passing
that data along to you unaltered.
Or else, you must develop your own
sources. I can only urge you to
look at where we are getting our
data, and to look at what you and
your neighbors are experiencing.
How could some individual or group
- at any level of government or
society - trick us into believing
our phones didn't work? I urge all
of you to search around for any
computerized equipment or system
that is still working. Such a find
would greatly benefit all of us
right now. And realize that our
main source of world news right now
is amateur radio enthusiasts that
Paul Hickman has been able to
contact. We don't have any lines
open yet to "official" sources
farther away than we can drive. For
that matter, if any of you feel
willing and are able, you could
sign on as "explorers" (I wish we
could have found a better name for
this!) and take a car trip out to
other parts of the country and just
come back with reports of what you
found there. Even with our HAMs, we
really feel very isolated right
now.

NARRATOR
At that point, the meeting broke
down into informal discussion
groups, while many left to go home.
Dad seemed relieved that it had
gone OK. As we had no electronic
record, I was taking notes as much
as I could. It wasn't long, though,
before more news started arriving
from other places. We had figured
out how to rig old-fashioned land
lines between many local homes and
City Hall...And then the first
chopper arrived.
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INT. THEIR KITCHEN

EMIL
(picking up the ringing phone) Yep?

GEORGE
(over phone) Emil, it's George. I
need you here. Some military people
are here and they want to talk to
you.

EMIL
(to phone) On my way, George. (to
Prosper) Let's go, Pross; we're
needed!

INT. CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Two military people are there with the Mayor, the Manager,
Emil and Prosper. Prosper taking notes.

MAJOR BERG
Gentlemen, I'm sorry we couldn't
get here sooner. It took us a while
to piece together what was going
on, and make our plans. Operating
with most of our networks down has
been a huge pain in the butt! We
wanted to visit your area as soon
as possible, as you are taking this
better than some other places. In
fact, we already see a pattern
emerging: Where Practitioners and
community leaders are on good terms
with each other, things have been
going better, and those communities
have been more pro-active in making
things work. Other communities have
not been so lucky.

EMIL
Has there been any civil unrest?

MAJOR BERG
 ...Yes. That's something I wanted
to warn you about. Most cities are
not very safe right now. We have
troops deployed to the biggest
cities already. They aren't just
standing around. They are helping
people to cope with the situation
in every way we can think of.

EMIL
You may be aware, Major, that we've
had real problems in this country
with getting governments to embrace
even our most basic materials. It

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
took this event just to get George
to read our little booklet! I know
of some countries where the
governments have been on board for
over fifty years! And I bet those
countries are handling this better
than we are right now.

MAJOR BERG
That's one reason I'm here. I've
been asked to arrange a briefing.
We even got our technical guys to
modify some "dead" equipment so
that it could play your DVDs.
That's one reason we delayed this
trip. You probably appreciate what
they had to do to make that happen
better than I can. I'm a PR
Officer, not an Electronics
Specialist!

EMIL
I'm amazed at that news! But I
figured it would be possible. I
hope I get a chance to talk with
those guys.

MAJOR BERG
You will...Then you're willing to
do it?

EMIL
When do we leave?

MAJOR BERG
As soon as you can round up the
materials you think you'll need.

EMIL
My son Prosper has become like my
right hand. I'll need him to come
along.

MAJOR BERG
(to Prosper) How old are you?

PROSPER
Twelve, sir.

MAJOR BERG
All right, Mr. LaFontain. No use me
citing regulations about things
like that right this second!

EMIL
Good! George, do you think you can
run with this?



24.

GEORGE
Don't worry about us, Emil. We need
those cities handled, or the
refugees will start arriving before
the week is out.

EMIL
I hadn't thought about that,
George. You're probably right.

INT. MILITARY AUDITORIUM

This is a mid-sized auditorium. Drab, but functional. The
place is maybe half full, 150 people or so. Emil is at a
podium with a few others at a table on the low stage.

EMIL
I commend your Techs for putting
together a working P.A. system,
complete with mixer, tape recorder,
DVD player, screen, and some
lighting control, too, I believe.

Tech in rear puts out a thumbs up.

EMIL
Let's all give them a well-deserved
acknowledgment!

Audience members clap, some hoot.

EMIL
First I'll play the film that goes
with this booklet, then I'll go
over how it has been applied in
some other countries, and then
suggest some ways we could use it
here. However, at this point, we
have a problem: We need millions of
copies of this booklet and I have
absolutely no idea how to make that
happen.

Captain Hammond is the officer in charge of the recovery
project and this briefing.

HAMMOND
We have a team working on creating
a non-computerized printing
facility right now. I think we can
get hold of sufficient paper and
ink.

EMIL
Well, I suppose we could all sit
down and type it all out on old
stencils and print it on a
mimeograph if it came to that!



25.

Some older people laugh, while many younger ones stare
blankly.

EMIL
Yeah, that was supposed to be
funny. But for those of you who
have never seen a mimeograph
machine or a typewriter, maybe we
can dig some up from some dusty
warehouse somewhere so we can show
you how it used to be done in the
mid-1900s...

NARRATOR
The briefing went pretty well. In
fact, there was a lot of crying in
the audience. Even with all our
attempts to make it known, most of
them were never aware that the
booklet existed and was in wide use
in other countries. And that video
always did pack a punch!

Dissolve to next scene.

INT. MILITARY WORKROOM

Emil and Prosper sit with some officers.

HAMMOND
I don't know how we're going to do
it without the usual communication
lines, but we will find a way to
liaise with all your churches to
help us handle this without undue
violence or human suffering.

EMIL
That's a beautiful thought, sir!
But I haven't heard from any of our
other centers since this thing
happened. We ourselves were very
reliant on network-based
communication systems.

HAMMOND
The military had to have
contingencies in place in case
those networks were somehow taken
out. So now we are getting to test
those plans. A total loss of all
computing capabilities was not part
of that planning. But that
shouldn't stop us from establishing
voice lines with a combination of
wired and wireless legacy
technologies.



26.

EMIL
Do you know what's going on with
the satellites?

HAMMOND
I was kind of hoping you wouldn't
mention that. We're...really not
sure yet. Almost all the systems we
used required computing power on
the ground just to get a signal up
there and decode it when it came
back down. ...We feel like the
situation has to stay somewhat
confidential at this point ... Our
defense capabilities right now are
very limited.

EMIL
Well, I suppose the least we can
"hope" for is that all our rivals
are in a similar situation. I know
some of the points in that booklet
are maybe a little hard for a
military man to take. But right now
I think an amended version of
Teddy's old saw is in order: Speak
softly and pretend to carry a big
stick.

HAMMOND
It's tense for us. But I think I
get your point...So: New York, Los
Angeles, Chicago. Those are our top
priorities right now. They all have
electricity problems. Food of
course is huge. Water seems more or
less under control. But maybe the
biggest problem is that most people
don't know what to do. The great
majority can't work, can't get paid
if they did work, and can't pay
anyone else regardless.

EMIL
I think in the cities we're going
to have to make hard money
available. I know that's not
particularly your line of country,
but I'm also sure that your people
will be involved. And they will
even be more involved if we can't
make it work! Beyond that, I'm sure
there are a lot of little issues
that the city just magnifies. Like
hospitals, old people, medications,
social services. You guys can't
handle all that yourselves. But
right now, you have some ability to

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
restore communication lines, which
are very vital to all of us.

HAMMOND
It's all swimming in may head...how
can we ever work all this out?

EMIL
Well, sir, I can only suggest a
starting point: Show it in clay!

(Hammond looks puzzled.)

The following narration is visualized in a montage:

NARRATOR
Hammond really liked Dad. His
suggestions were working! We were
all tired, but he somehow kept his
wits about him, and managed to
arranged meetings with all the
major government players. They then
helped connect Dad with the
corporate sector. He ran into some
resistance here and there. The last
thing we needed right now was more
fighter jets! So how could the
defense industry help? Dad told me
he had never had to think so deeply
or intimately about the basic
elements of his subject. But along
the way we found some other
Practitioners that were free and
willing to help. In a matter of
days Dad had a team, and that's
what he really needed.

INT. MILITARY OFFICE

Emile, Prosper, Max, Felix and Boris sit around a small
table.

EMIL
I'm reminded of a line most of you
are probably familiar with: The
scope of the work is almost
unimaginably vast!

MAX
I know! And on top of that, none of
us want to be oligarchs! But what
an amazing opportunity! For maybe
just a little while, the playing
field has been leveled. And results
are speaking louder than money!
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FELIX
We really need to deliver!
But...something still seems to be
missing.

BORIS
We're basically in Non-Existence.
How to get out of that with so many
comm lines cut?

EMIL
Let's get on whatever lines that
exist...and find out what's needed
and wanted. Shall we?

Montage again follows the narration:

NARRATOR
Inevitably there were places where
things boiled over. After all, we
were just handling the United
States. All we knew about the rest
of the world was based on what the
HAMs were reporting. It was a mix
of good news and bad. Some places
were ready for something like this.
They weren't using that much
computer technology, and if they
were, it wasn't vital. The world of
business, on the other hand, was in
a total frenzy. A few managers had
good ideas of what to do to get
things going again. But most were
at a total loss. They were so used
to thinking in terms of money, in
terms of automated systems, in
terms of internet marketing. Going
back to walking around or driving
to get places, to speaking loud
enough for a whole room of people
to hear you, to using hard money,
and paper and pen to keep records.
These alone were very hard to
confront for most of these people.
And on top of that, most of their
factories and office buildings
didn't work.

INT. MILITARY AUDITORIUM

The room is filled with people, this time mostly wearing
business suits except the techies from Silicon Valley and a
few others who did not consider this the time to be formal,
or who perhaps did not have access to their full wardrobe...

NARRATOR
The question then was: How do we
move forward? Do we want to go back

(MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont'd)
to exactly the way things were? Or
do we want to use what we have
learned from the Event to try to
improve the situation? Popular
support for local solutions was
very strong. But the event had not
- at least from their points of
view - deprived those who had
previously been running the world
from their positions of power. It
became the job of The Team to
mediate between the old seats of
power, and a population newly
discovering their own power to run
their own lives and communities.
The first meetings - mandated in
the U.S. by the cadre of military
officers who had been assigned to
handle the situation - were tense
affairs. And finally, quite
revealing. All these meetings were
recorded on tape and/or video tape,
but not all of them have ever been
made fully available to the public.
But, I was there, so I know which
parts got left out. The first
meeting happened very soon after
Dad got to DC. The military guys
called it, so not everyone was
there.

After some preliminaries, Emil begins the discussion.

EMIL
First things first. Is there anyone
here who has a major problem with
my being a Practitioner?

The crowd makes some whispering sounds as their major
reaction to this question, but one man raises his hand.

MAN IN AUDIENCE
I know some people who wouldn't
participate because of that.

EMIL
I suppose they don't want their
identities revealed in public?

MAN IN AUDIENCE
That's correct.

EMIL
Perhaps we can talk more later in
private.
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NARRATOR
The no-shows turned out to be a
couple of hospital administrators.

EMIL
(looking around) All right, then.
I'll make a few opening remarks.
The most ancient origins of
business parallel the most ancient
origins of government. Almost
universally, monarchs were
considered chosen by God, if not
gods themselves. And in the long
past, monarchs, or persons like
them, were the only ones granting
charters to operate large
businesses. Such businesses could
grow large enough to threaten the
power of the government, so the old
monarchies only wanted political
friends to operate such
enterprises. In such a wise, the
divine favor enjoyed by monarchs
extended to the large enterprises
they permitted to exist. Many large
corporations - and even some
smaller ones - have continued to
operate as if they were God's
surrogates here on earth... I hope
none of you find this
overly-offensive. The picture
painted by history seems plain
enough. So many businesses and
governments down through the ages
acted as if they were above any
earthly laws, that their word was
inviolate, and that they knew best
how to run an enterprise or a
nation or a planet, and should be
allowed to do so. Large businesses
have become perceived by the public
as modern extensions of ancient
monarchies, aristocracies, and
oligarchies. And from what I know
about such matters, that is not an
unfair assessment of the situation.
Attempts to repair this situation
using PR methods have only worked
to the degree that the PR was
sincere.

We see various audience reactions.

I would like to point out that a
business, even a very large
business, does not have to be
operated in this fashion. It's just

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
that most still are. If it weren't
for the apparently universal - dare
I say, neutering - of the
all-powerful communication lines of
modern business and government, we
would not be having this
conversation today. I believe that
none of you were forced to be here.
But I assume that everyone here
agrees that the situation we
currently find ourselves in
requires, minimally, some serious
coordination. Our charge over these
next few days - or weeks? - is to
provide our managers with some
high-level guidance on how to
proceed; with a strategy to cope
with this situation, if you will.
Our little booklet is contained in
the packet you all received today.
I urge you to read it and consider
the wisdom in it. It doesn't give
us the final answers, but it
provides us with some guidance in
arriving at those answers, and I
hope I can get a consensus here to
use that guidance in our work. We
will split these days between
plenary meetings and working group
meetings. Today we will go over the
proposed organization of those
working groups and the suggested
agenda pattern for the following
meetings. But before we get started
on that, I'd like to check with
this group on a question that is at
the top of a lot of people's minds
right now...Does anyone here have
any idea, or any data, on how or
why this event came about?

There are some whispers near the back of the room, it seemed
among some men representing big defense contractors.

EMIL
Sirs, would you care to share your
thoughts?

MAN IN AUDIENCE
I'll...I'll say something.

NARRATOR
One of them, later identified as a
corporate board member, spoke up.
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MAN IN AUDIENCE
At my level, there have been
some...rumors. The discussions have
been quite heated! But...I feel
that saying more at this particular
time would be...unsafe.

EMIL
Would you feel more comfortable
discussing this in a smaller,
selected group?

MAN IN AUDIENCE
That might be more appropriate.

EMIL
All right. I'll see what can be
arranged.

NARRATOR
Dad told me later that he was very
surprised that anyone had spoken
up. I don't remember him ever
telling me, though, how he got
permission for us to attend that
meeting.

Dissolve to the next meeting.

INT. MILITARY OFFICE

The Team and a few others sit at the table.

SMITH
I'd prefer the...boy...not be
present.

EMIL
I'm sorry, sir, but he's my only
son and a very important part of
this project. He keeps notes of my
meetings, runs my calendar and so
forth. I figured I wouldn't be able
to keep any "higher-level" data
away from him for very long, so why
not just let him be present at all
my meetings?

SMITH
I would really like this discussion
to stay very confidential for the
time being.

EMIL
You have our word. I suppose all
others present agree?

They all nod.
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EMIL
But why not let me broach the most
obvious chasm we have to deal with
that I am aware of...Does this
problem involve...them?

SMITH
(suppressed surprise) You know
something about this, Mr.
LaFontain?

EMIL
Only that they exist...That they
would likely be searching for ways
to take advantage of the situation
on our planet. Do you know anyone
who has met one personally?

SMITH
No, I don't. That's why I referred
to "our level" earlier. We only get
second-hand data...hints.

EMIL
Well, I appreciate your candor,
sir. And I can also appreciate your
concerns for our...safety. But I
don't believe this subject is
really worth pursuing at this time.
I mean, even if we knew all the
facts, what could we do about it?

SMITH
(visibly relieved)

I would certainly prefer to table
this for the time being.

EMIL
I'd like us to concentrate at this
point on practical solutions. I
asked the question at the general
meeting because I didn't want any
participants caught sitting on
data, wondering if they should talk
about it or not. I'll work out with
Captain Hammond a brief statement
concerning the results of this
meeting.

HAMMOND
I was really concerned about this
subject coming up. But I wasn't
aware that Practitioners were aware
of it. I am approximately in Mr.
Smith's position. Except that I
have to keep the whole nation safe.
How can I do that when a potential
threat exists that I can't know
anything about?
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EMIL
Well, you could consider becoming a
Practitioner Captain!

HAMMOND
Cripes, I just might!

INT. MILITARY AUDITORIUM

The larger group is re-assembled at another plenary meeting.

HAMMOND
Our closed session revealed no new
data above the rumor level. We felt
it would not be fruitful to pursue
the subject at this time. If any of
you have been hit with such data,
though, you may write it up for me
under the heading "CONFIDENTIAL"
and I will file it for possible
later use.

EMIL
The biggest question before us at
this point is: Who among you are
willing to dig in and really find a
way through this? Most of your
companies have massive amounts of
productive capacity that is
currently almost totally idle
because it all depended on computer
systems. Our most basic needs hang
in the balance today because 1) we
were not prepared for anything like
this, and 2) many aspects of our
most basic infrastructure likewise
depend on computer systems. Even
most of our agriculture was running
on computers.

We see reactions on several faces.

EMIL
Our basic plan at this point is to
divide into working groups by
sector. Not by the traditional
business sectors, but by the ones
we have to solve to keep things
going until we can rebuild our
communication networks. That means:
Agriculture, Energy,
Transportation, Labor and
Education, Finance, Community and
Foreign Relations. Later we might
add Mining and Communications. But
I don't see any reason at this
point to worry about how we are
going to replace TV news or

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
Facebook. Those aren't live-or-die
elements of the economy. Those I've
named are.

HAMMOND
Your list sounds like a list of the
Departments of the Federal
Government!

EMIL
I know. I did that on purpose. The
vision of government has always
been very high-minded. Thus, the
names of the Departments do
actually match the most important
activities in a nation. We have
representatives from all those
governmental areas here today. But
what are they most familiar with?
Doing studies and enforcing
regulations. Our challenge today is
to revive the actual activities the
government has been charged with
regulating, and somehow keep them
running while we rebuild our
communication systems. And that's a
very different perspective. That's
one reason our corporate
representatives here are so
important. Their businesses create;
their businesses build; their
businesses provide needed goods and
services.

FINANCE GUY
The cost of this undertaking will
be incredibly large. How will it
ever be paid for?

EMIL
How many others here have this
concern?

Some hands raised, some grumbles.

EMIL
Does anyone here have an idea how
to answer this?

BORIS
What is the basis for any economic
system, for any system of exchange?

Silence.
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BORIS
People. And almost all of them are
still here. We have had very few
reports of deaths as a direct
result of this event. There are
people dying, but it's mostly for
the same reasons people have always
died. I, for one, would like to see
it stay that way...We don't
actually need money to do things.

More grumbles.

FINANCE GUY
Are you proposing that we go ahead
with no financial plan worked out?

BORIS
Yes.

Grumbles.

EMIL
It's not as if we have lost our
financial games forever. But right
this second, that playing field
doesn't exist. It seems to me our
only alternative is to think in
terms of raw physical capabilities.
Do we have food to feed the cities?
Do we have trucks to deliver the
food? Do we have fuel for the
trucks? If we do, then perhaps it
will be possible to keep the cities
fed. The people who eat that food
can't pay for it. The people who
drive the trucks can't get paid,
either. The fuel can't be paid for,
and neither can the food. But
perhaps the cities can be fed.

HAMMOND
I realize that this way of thinking
is beyond the reality of most of
you here. But we have worked all
the major parts out. Even many of
the more minor details. It could be
done, but it will mean that no one
in the system can wait to act until
the money is there. If that
happens, the whole thing will break
down. Everyone must decide to do
their best to supply what is
needed. They can make all the
records they want. They just can't
demand payment.
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FINANCE GUY
I'll have to get back with my
people on this. Do you have a
write-up of how you envision this
working Captain Hammond?

HAMMOND
It hasn't been completed yet. But
we can show you our demo!

INT. MILITARY WORKROOM

Several tables have been put together into one huge table.
On it, the entire system for handling the emergency has been
worked out in 3D, in modelling clay (plasticine). The camera
"flies through" the scene as various people from the meeting
peer into it.

INT. MILITARY AUDITORIUM

The full working group is again seated together.

EMIL
So, the military guys have worked
out a disaster response strategy.
But we really need the business
sector to help put the economy back
together. I believe both sectors
already have teams working on
restoring some level of
computational ability. And we hope
that problem will eventually be
totally handled. But for many of
these activities, people can do the
work without computers. It doesn't
take a computer to drive a truck. I
know we have a lot of self-driving
vehicles deployed, but most of
those have built-in override
systems. That's a simple example of
what I hope we can rapidly
accomplish across all the vital
production sectors that I mentioned
earlier. We could suffer through
this hiatus in "business as usual"
with the idea that things should
just go back to business as usual.
I hope that none of those here will
agree to that viewpoint. You had to
pull Practitioners into this
discussion because we know a lot
about disaster response. But we
also know a lot about life. And we
are very aware of how long things
have been screwed up on this
planet. We didn't become
Practitioners because we liked the
way things have been going. We

(MORE)



38.

EMIL (cont'd)
wanted to change how things have
been going. And we made the
embarrassingly obvious discovery
that we were responsible for how
things have been going on this
planet, and that we would have to
act to change it. I have no real
idea how many closet idealists are
sitting in this room today. But
from my past experiences, I am
guessing that many of you are. I
want to invite you all to join us
in creating something better on
this planet than what we had
before. We know it can be done and
we know that all of you can develop
that certainty for yourselves.
Because so many communities have
been pushed back into relying on
their own local resources to keep
things running, we anticipate that
they will be coming up with all
sorts of interesting solutions for
the most basic challenges of
staying alive that are safer,
saner, and less wasteful than what
we have all been living with up to
this point. In some other areas of
the planet, as you may or may not
be aware, communities that couldn't
dream of ever rising to the
sophistication and complexity of
the interdependencies that we have
developed here in the States have
already been practicing some
marvelously workable methods for
making their lives better. A lot of
those solutions would come in real
handy right now. And to the extent
that such changes do get
implemented, I don't think most
communities will be very eager to
go back to the old ways. Remember:
Our communities were relying on you
to keep things going. And now you
have failed them. Well, how many of
your companies, honestly, really
ever cared that much about your
employees and your customers? If
you want to win back your places in
this economy and in this nation,
you're going to have to show those
people that you really do care. No
bullshit this time. And if you
don't like that message and don't
want to work with us, you can send
us back to our communities, and

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
we'll let them know who you decided
you wanted to work for.

NARRATOR
I was right there when Dad told
them this. A lot of those men and
women looked uncomfortable at those
words. But, as you all know, they
didn't send Dad's team away.

Dissolve to a montage depicting various handlings onthe
ground, mostly in cities:

[The next segments would show some of the roughest
challenges faced by The Team. Big, visual scenes with lots
of action and not too many words.]

NARRATOR
After the planning meetings in
Washington, the Team was taken on a
tour of the country using military
aircraft and vehicles.
First we visited a nearby pumped
hydroelectric system in Virginia.
They had switched to digital
synchroscopes several years ago but
still had their legacy equipment
installed, so were able to keep all
six generators running. This
facility runs in tandem with
several other plants using
conventional fuels. The military
was prepared to keep those plants
supplied, as this grid supplies the
whole area around D.C.

Next we went to Detroit to see what
had been set up there. The
high-tech industry there had been
heavily impacted by the event, but
community spirit there was strong,
and they had started numerous
community gardens to help with food
supplies.

Next was Chicago, which was a major
problem. Several large stores such
as the Walmart on the south side
had been looted, and some people
were hoarding needed items in hopes
of profiting from the disaster. The
military had very recently gone in
with a massive Way To Happiness
distribution, and a Practitioner
was driving around the area

(MORE)
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 (cont'd)
contacting clergy he knew to get
communities informed and organized.
Many people were very upset because
they had no way of receiving data,
and didn't know who to trust. There
were all kinds of rumors flying
around about what had happened.. We
contacted the Practitioner and told
him about Detroit. Electric power
was not totally restored, as the
plants had equipment and fuel
supply problems.

INT. CHICAGO AREA CHURCH

The Team meets with local Practioners and the Police
Commissioner.

EMIL
Is there anyone willing to speak
for the looters?

CHICAGO PRACTITIONER
That's a rough one, Emil! What's
your idea?

EMIL
A Third Party invest.

CHICAGO PRACTITIONER
I'll go get the pastor I know who
was closest to the scene. He's been
sympathetic to the looters.

EMIL
Good! (turning to Police
Commissioner) Have you ever heard
of a Third Party investigation?

POLICE COMMISSIONER
Sounds like some sort of legal
contract stuff.

EMIL
Actually, the goal is to uncover
hidden instigators of violence.

POLICE COMMISSIONER
Cripes! I've seen that happen a
couple of times.

EMIL
According to our data, it happens
every time. But that's not part of
the current justice system, so no
one ever finds out.
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POLICE COMMISSIONER
What do you need from us?

EMIL
If you have some good Social
Workers available, or some public
relations officers, they could help
you with this. Give them this
message and question. (writing on
paper) One for your officers. And
one for anyone you have locked up
who is charged with looting.
(writing on paper) Here.

POLICE COMMISSIONER
(reading) ...Do you really think
this will work?

EMIL
It has many times before.

Montage of scenes of people talking to police officers
(mostly white) and looters (mostly black). The people asking
the questions should be in fairly good communication, like
you would expect from a trained counseler. The people being
questioned should start off very upset, then calm down after
they think about it a bit.

A little later...

INT. CHICAGO POLICE MEETING ROOM

POLICE COMMISSIONER
 ...some of these are unreadable,
but overall it's very interesting.
There's this local personality that
keeps coming up. This guy did
interviews on mostly ethnic news
channels, both radio and TV. The
weird thing is, he was telling
different audiences different
things.

EMIL
What message was the black
community getting from this guy?

POLICE COMMISSIONER
He was telling them, basically,
that he knew a lot of white and
Asian businessmen, and that
according to him, their main
interest was in ripping off the
black community with inflated
prices for sub-standard goods.

EMIL
OK.
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POLICE COMMISSIONER
But he would get on the ethnic
stations - he knew Korean or
Vietnamese or something - and would
tell those audiences that the urban
poor were gaming the welfare
system, driving nice cars and
watching TV all day long.
Apparently he had a whole spiel
about how the kids would be sent
off to "apprentice" as gang
members, then when they got
disabled in gun battles, would
apply for welfare and share the
proceeds with the family. Unmarried
girls getting pregnant on
purpose...it goes on and on.

EMIL
Is this the only source of this
trash that you've identified?

POLICE COMMISSIONER
He sometimes refers to a white guy
- identified as a psychiatrist -
who appeared on some right wing
shows. The message seems to be
similar, but white audiences only
in that case.

EMIL
Do you have any idea how to find
this guy? How to get more data
about him?

POLICE COMMISSIONER
We had most of the detective
division on it all afternoon. No
word back yet.

EMIL
I'll see if I can use my resources
to get this data printed up so you
have it to distribute.

POLICE COMMISSIONER
The cell blocks are already
noticeably quieter. And so are my
cops. There is a certain number of
them who knew that shit wasn't
true. But they never knew before
that it was all coming from the
same guy.

EMIL
When's your next shift change? I'd
like the force to know about this
as soon as possible.
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CHICAGO POLICE SHIFT CHANGE MONTAGE

Each precinct would have its own shift change... a montage
of different precinct meetings with the data being read to
the guys and gals and their reactions. Most precinct leads
would be dressed as police lieutenants.

PRECINCT LEAD
We have this important message just
in from headquarters. (starts out
sort of offhand, then gets more and
more attentive and emotional as the
message is read) We have new data
for you on what has been fueling
the recent eruption of looting, as
well as earlier police-community
tensions that many of us have
experienced. Preliminary results
from the investigation point to an
individual you may have heard of
known as Lin Fat Woo. He is known
to be connected with a person named
George McLanahan. These two have
been posing as "community experts"
on local radio and cable services,
while actually spreading flagrant
lies in the various ethnic
communities concerning other ethnic
communities. Mr. Woo has been found
to be telling different stories to
different communities, hiding his
actions behind a foreign language
that few outside of the Asian
community know how to speak. In
each community he portrays the
other community as criminal, and so
we see both communities, in this
time of unusual stress, attempting
to take the law into their own
hands against what they see as a
dangerous threat. This is not to
say that you shouldn't do your
utmost to enforce the law fairly on
all members of the community. But
you should also let as many
community members as you can reach
know that they have been stirred up
on purpose with the hope that
violence exactly like what we have
been experiencing would erupt in
our city. Let us bring calm back to
our city by exposing the false data
that has been pushed at us by these
Merchants of Chaos and replacing it
with the truth that the majority in
all our communities are good people
trying to get by in rough times
without stooping to dishonesty and

(MORE)



44.

PRECINCT LEAD (cont'd)
other criminal activities. If any
of you have personally seen either
of these men involved in this
activity, you are encouraged to
share this, briefly, with your
shift before you leave briefing,
and write a fuller report later if
you feel your data might aid in
this investigation.

The expressions on the faces of those receiving this message
are a combination of seriousness and relief in finding some
of the truth. [Talk doesn't do justice to the sort of
recognition of truth that this sort of data can bring about
in people.]

Dissolve to next scene.

EXT. FLYING OVER THE MIDDLE UNITED STATES

NARRATOR
Next we went down to the Gulf. Oil
drilling and refining had been
stopped due to safety concerns.
This fuel source was approaching
end-of-life, but that whole region
still depended on it. This had been
a huge issue before the Event. The
companies involved agreed to move
ahead with plans to change over to
sustainable energy sources and
start draining down their fuel
reserves to cope with immediate
demand.

INT. CORPORATE BOARD ROOM

EMIL
Research done by my local
associates indicate that your
companies have been purposely
delaying the change-over to
renewable energy for years in order
to milk every drop of profit out of
your existing infrastructure.

BOARD DIRECTOR
You're nothing but a damned
Practitioner! Why should I listen
to such nonsense?

EMIL
Since when has the truth been held
up as nonsense?
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HAMMOND
Henning, this isn't business as
usual any more. This event has put
us into a hole it is estimated will
take us fifty years to dig
ourselves out of! Do you guys want
to help us dig out, or continue to
work to make the hole deeper?

BOARD DIRECTOR
My first responsibility is to my
stockholders!

HAMMOND
The infrastructure your
stockholders rely on to keep them
enriched has recently totally
collapsed! Do you know something we
don't know about all this?

BOARD DIRECTOR
Your attempts to question my
willingness to cooperate will be
futile, Captain. But we have very
little we can offer you in the way
of assistance at this point.

EMIL
Mr. Henning, do you think you have
a way out of this? That if you keep
holding your position, you will
somehow be spared the sacrifices
that all the rest of us have been
making?

BOARD DIRECTOR
(face totally red)...what are you
accusing me of...Practitioner?!

EMIL
Nothing that isn't perfectly plain
from your reaction to my question.

BOARD DIRECTOR
I refuse to continue this
conversation! (gets up)

Hammond puts his hand on Henning's shoulder. Emil puts his
hand on Hammond's shoulder in an effort to restrain him from
blowing up at Henning.

EMIL
(to Henning) We already know that
many in your position have sworn to
never mention certain facts outside
of your group. But that secrecy has
now been broken sir. Circumstances
have become too extreme for the old

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
agreements to continue. This is a
plant-wide crisis, sir. And there
is no one who is going to magically
appear and somehow extract you and
your family and friends from this
situation. It is time you faced
your responsibilities to your
fellow humans.

BOARD DIRECTOR
What you suggest is impossible!

EMIL
Some of the most important
corporate people in D.C. have
already briefed us.

BOARD DIRECTOR
Traitors!

HAMMOND
Wow.

EMIL
So, will you work with us, sir, or
would you prefer that someone else
on the Board fill that role?

BOARD DIRECTOR
How do you suggest that we
proceed...Practitioner?

EMIL
Mr. LaFontain would be fine, sir.
We would like a formal statement
from the two Boards you sit on,
sir. It would be to the effect that
your two companies recognize the
importance of getting the economy
going again, and agree to begin
releasing your fuel reserves for
regional and emergency use while
also contributing to the creation
of new infrastructure based on
renewable resources, not oil.

BOARD DIRECTOR
All I can do is take this to those
boards as a recommendation.

EMIL
Make sure you tell them what we
told you. Of course, you are
welcome to double check our data
using your own lines. But I think
you will find the same answers, if
those terminals are honest about
it.
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Henning exits.

HAMMOND
That was a bit rough on me, Emil!

EMIL
I've never gotten the chance to
confront someone in his position
before. It was a totally unique
opportunity for me. You could
almost hear the voices of his
previous overlords hissing in our
faces!

HAMMOND
But, I don't recall you taking
things that far with the guys in
D.C.

EMIL
I didn't...you'd have to be a
Practitioner to understand fully, I
suppose. But I saw what was
happening with this guy, and I knew
what I had to tell him to change
his mind. The guys in D.C. gave me
more data than was obvious from our
conversation. All I needed to do
was get them in a safe, quiet place
and let them talk. Their...pictures
floated to the surface, I guess
you'd say. And of course, others in
my network have been working on
this, too. We think we have a
pretty good idea what is really
going on. It's just too incredible
for most people to believe. So we
normally don't talk about it.

MONTAGE OF SCENES AS THE GROUP HEADS WEST

NARRATOR
In the Southwest, building cooling
was already an issue. There had
been some deaths from heat stroke.
Charity groups had started to
respond to handle the most
vulnerable people. But the whole
emergency response network had gone
into action, and residents were for
the most part well-informed and
actively helping to solve the most
pressing problems.

Los Angeles had some major
problems, but some strong forces
for change had been working there

(MORE)
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 (cont'd)
for nearly half a century, and a
lot of areas were coping well. If
anything, the more affluent areas
were in a worse frenzy than the
poorer communities. They had never
been forced to learn the basics of
self-reliance, expecting their
wealth to always protect them. It
was a little strange watching kids
from the hoods delivering food
packages to old ladies in Beverly
Hills. Of course, the whole
entertainment industry was
spinning. Our channel's studios are
also located there, and they were
busy putting together kits of
vintage camera and recording gear
with the hopes of shipping them out
to their teams of correspondents
around the globe and creating
newscasts that could be duplicated
and played on VHS players. Some of
the other content creators in the
region seemed to have picked up on
the concept. At the time it seemed
amusing to me. But Dad was very
emotional about it. I guess he
hadn't realized how seriously many
of those people took their work.
Food diversity was limited.
Shipping from Central and South
America had not yet resumed. Oddly,
California got a lot of its food
from those sources, while at the
same time being one of the most
productive food-producing regions
in the world! Some major
Permaculture projects had been
started in the Central Valley, in
an attempt to deal with dwindling
ground water supplies. These were
agricultural projects based on a
strategy of reviving forest cover
in the region. They were not
producing many conventional food
crops, but they were still
producing. Some had been ongoing
for twenty or thirty years, and the
trees they had planted were quite
large. These farms produced mostly
nuts and fruits. Harvesting
techniques were unique as they had
to be adapted to a forest
environment.
One situation Dad ran into while in
L.A. was a shortage of medicine.
Our military guy called a meeting 
to go over the problem.
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INT. MEDICAL MEETING ROOM

EMIL
You realize that this wouldn't be
such a huge issue today if medicine
and the pharmaceutical industry
hadn't been chasing money this
whole time at the expense of the
general health of the entire
population.

INDUSTRY REP
You're full of crap! Our profits on
most drugs have been very minimal
since the new regulations went in
requiring sweeping equipment
upgrades. It's just that this also
put an end to old-school pill
factories. Now they are all
automated, and that automation is
dead.

EMIL
I appreciate all that. But what
about all the breakthroughs in
health research that Medicine and
Big Pharma have been scrupulously
ignoring? You have been accused by
our Founder of creating diseases
just so that you could profit from
treating them. And I see very
little evidence that your industry
has been doing much of anything
else.

DOCTOR
How can we get anywhere in these
discussions with an anti-medical
extremist at the chair?

EMIL
So are we here today to discuss
your personal bottom line, or the
health and safety of thousands of
hospital patients as well as
out-patients who have been relying
on our health system to keep them
going?

DOCTOR
A professional is due fair
compensation!

EMIL
Doctor, right now, no one is
getting compensated for anything
they do. That is the only reason
anything that used to depend on

(MORE)
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EMIL (cont'd)
money is happening right now. All
the industries across this country
have been asked to participate in
the handling of this crisis with
competence and generosity. I know
that the competence of the current
health system has been under attack
for years now, including from my
community. If you falter now, these
accusations will only seem that
much more justified. I know your
industry has been losing customers
since the health insurance reforms
of two decades ago. And while
individual doctors have made
changes and kept their practices
growing, organized Medicine and Big
Pharma have continued to insist
that they are right and all the
people getting well using
alternative therapies must be
wrong. It's a losing battle,
doctor. I am baffled that you can't
recognize that.

INDUSTRY REP
How can we provide the medicines
needed? We simply do not have the
capability of producing them in the
quantities required.

EMIL
You both have a lot to learn about
all the advances in health care
that have been proven safe and
effective yet which Medicine has
continued to label
"pseudo-science." What I am
suggesting is that we bring out our
team of health care consultants to
work with you hands-on to fix this.
There is a new medical model that
has proven much more effective than
the one you've been using. They
will teach it to you, then advise
you on how it can be implemented in
your facilities.

HAMMOND
Of course we cannot guarantee that
no patient lives will be lost.
After all, they are sick. But for
years hospitals have been losing
many patients due to medical and
administrative errors. Emil's team
will do all in their power to
reduce such tragedies. They have

(MORE)
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HAMMOND (cont'd)
already been around to several base
and VA hospitals with very good
results. Our doctors had to go
through a paradigm shift, there's
no doubt about that.

DOCTOR
My wife warned me this day would
come!

EMIL
Glad to hear you have someone to
comfort you as you go through all
this.

DOCTOR
Mrs. LaFontain is not home cooking
dinner for you and your boy?

EMIL
No, she isn't Doctor. (They look at
each other.)

NARRATOR
We met a lot of people on these
tours who had assembled groups to
work intensively on various aspects
of the problem. Some had already
created modest working computers
from legacy electronic parts. It
was found that some old-school
electronic calculators and other
such gadgets still worked, and
another team was trying to figure
out how to combine a bunch of them
to create a sort of computational
matrix. A lot of business managers
were going crazy because they had
never had to run their areas
without computers. Fortunately, the
Technology includes extensive
write-ups on how to run
organizations without computers.
Most of that material was written
in the 1960s and early 1970s, when
computers were only an accepted
fact in banking, accounting, and
major research institutions. Many
Practitioners had set up classrooms
and were teaching this data. A lot
of students had a rough time with
it, but a few really got it. And
before long, we had mail and
package delivery going again.
Accounting departments were keeping
records again. Ingenious systems
were being devised to get around

(MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont'd)
the lack of a credit card system.
Lots of people were feeling like
they were more in control of their
lives and their finances now that
it was all written out on paper
instead of in electronic bits which
they couldn't even touch. Many
unemployed were willing to be
re-deployed to work on farms or
help run all the physical comm
lines that were being set up. And
then one day - it didn't even
really take that long - the word
came from China that a factory
there had successfully produced an
integrated circuit without any
computer-aided processes. The best
estimate we could come up with on
how long it would take to replace
all the equipment that no longer
worked was at least 50 years. Oddly
(to some) many communities were
fine with this. It seems a lot of
folks enjoyed having an excuse to
go outside in the evening and visit
with neighbors on their porches,
instead of watching TV all night.
Some communities were having
contests on who could come up with
the most ingenious application of
one of the precepts in the booklet.
Alcoholism, drug use, and crime
were dropping in the suburbs - even
in some large cities. And literacy
rates were climbing. The HAM
network had become THE
communication network. But it was
all voice only (with an occasional
Morse Code nut to deal with) and
PIIWP - put it in writing, please!
Because of how the radios worked,
the federal government had to set
up major offices in various regions
around the country. These regional
offices quickly became the "new
normal." They helped put the
federal people in a better state of
mind regarding the Working Group's
recommendation to move forward with
a regional approach roughly based
on watersheds. As the power and
confidence of local communities
grew, they began to demand changes
at higher levels to guard against
the return of earlier poor
practices. The Practitioners were
at the center of this movement.

(MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont'd)
After all, hadn't they been the
source of the little booklet that
made so much sense? Dad led the
Working Group, which was basically
working as a consulting team. He
had the idea of replicating this
activity and exporting it to other
regions. This work eventually came
under the jurisdiction of the U.N.
By concentrating on education
rather than policing, the U.N.
gradually became much more
effective at maintaining peace
across the planet. As I got older,
I became part of the Working Group,
and more or less succeeded him when
he got really old.

NARRATOR
We carried forward many initiatives
started by my father. Many of them
were named after the Precepts in
the booklet. The Take Care of
Yourself Initiative made sure that
accurate and workable information
about body health was available to
all across the planet. The
profession of Body Care Consultant
was created, and many people worked
at this in government and industry,
largely replacing Public Health
Service educational functions. The
Be Temperate Initiative made
factual data on all the social
drugs widely available, and greatly
expanded the planetary network of
rehab centers with Rehab
Specialists trained in techniques
known to get the best results. The
Strong Families Initiative
advocated for faithfullness in
sexual partnerships, the proper
care of children, and proper
assistance for the aged. The Set a
Good Example Initiative ran
contests in schools and communities
to encourage them to demonstrate
all the Precepts in their
activities. The Ethics Initiative
trained Community Ethics Officers,
usually in coordination with local
police departments. Eventually most
police spent most of their time
being Ethics Officers and
discontinued wearing lethal
weapons. They extended their reach
to all elements of their

(MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont'd)
communities, and learned to show no
favor or leniency due to the status
of the persons involved. People of
good will were protected (Precept
11) with a combination of
recognition and an Ombudsman
function. Their goal was a
population of truthful,
non-violent, law-abiding and happy
people. The Government For People
Initiative should have made the
most sense in the United States,
but actually got started in South
America and Africa. Most people in
the U.S. had been over-protected
from the bad effects of government
crime, and had no idea, really, how
bad things could get. This
initiative specialized in educating
people on how to spot criminal
influence in government and how to
eradicate it. It also spread
awareness of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The
Safeguard and Improve Our
Environment Initiative worked on
grassroots environmental education,
and assisted with planning and
funding for individual and
community projects aimed at
reversing the effects of
deforestation and pollution. It
also oversaw the training of
professional land use consultants
to work in government and industry.
The Be Worthy of Trust Initiative
provided broad financial and legal
education. The need for lawyers and
accountants went way down due to
this work. Understanding of
economics and law became
commonplace in society, and the
basic simplicities of those
subjects were recovered. The Be
Competent Initiative reformed the
entire educational system across
the planet. Its motto is: Look,
Learn, Practice. All of education
was renovated to align to the goal
of individual competence through
the actions of observation, study,
and drill. The Religious Tolerance
Initiative made basic materials
about all religions widely
available. It was found that many
people were poorly educated about
their very own religious

(MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont'd)
traditions. These well-written
guide books changed all that.
Through this work the population
became much more aware of how much
the various religions hold in
common. The Flourish and Prosper
Initiative propagated the
higher-level message of the
booklet, including proper
understanding of the Golden Rule,
practice of the 20 Virtues, and
support for volunteer work and
charities. Fifty years after the
Event, things seemed to be going
pretty well on Planet Earth. The
only big question left on people's
minds was "them." Dad left me and
my generation to resolve this
issue, and we initiated a program
of extensive hearings, as well as
research carried out by individual
Practitioners, to try to get to the
bottom of this issue and resolve
it.
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