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FOREST AT SUNRISE

This is a small forest near an urban area. At its edge is a
bike path. As the sun comes up, we find a squirrel jumping
around on the upper branches of a very large, very old Tree
(like an oak). Right next to Tree is Poplar, a cottonwood,
and younger.

TREE
It's uncomfortably hot today, don't
you think?

SQUIRREL
No doubt about that. 

TREE
I bet you don't remember it ever
being any different...

SQUIRREL
I can hardly remember yesterday!

TREE
I'm three hundred years old, so I
can remember quite a bit!

SQUIRREL
Thanks for reminding me of what a
pea brain I am! I'm hungry - bye!

TREE
I really don't know why these
animals need any sort of brain at
all...no depth!

A bicycle rolls by on the path beneath.

TREE
Hello there! (waits for answer)
They never pay any attention to us.

POPLAR
Don't have to be so grumpy. We know
the score with their kind.

TREE
I just want to give them the
benefit of the doubt.

POPLAR
They haven't changed worth one dead
leaf in our entire lifetimes. Why
should they start now?

TREE
They are obviously alive. They
should be able to be aware of other
living things...
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POPLAR
I know. We've had this conversation
before, haven't we? (long pause)
Remember how it was before the new
ones came?

TREE
Yes, a bit. The old ones seemed
more aware. They even talked to us
sometimes, remember?

POPLAR
Yes...

TREE
The new ones were so different...

POPLAR
I wish I knew how they got here.

TREE
If only I could get one to converse
with me...

POPLAR
Even the old ones couldn't do that!
They were just too different from
us, I guess. 

TREE
But we have conversed with Deer,
with Cat. 

POPLAR
Those ones, they are more different
than that... Sometimes, on a
perfect day, I can almost see the
times before I came here...

TREE
You know that's nonsense. We can't
see that far.

POPLAR
Think what you like about it; I
have some sense that it is
possible.

TREE
Why not just look forward to the
next rain? There is nothing for us
in the past. 

POPLAR
Then why do I sometimes think of
it? Why do I recall being a
sapling? If there is nothing for me
there, why do I have it?
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TREE
Now you are getting even more
philosophical than I!

POPLAR
The now is too boring! It would be
more intesting I think if one of
them came and cut me down! Or
burned me!

TREE
Don't speak of such things!

POPLAR
Hah! And so you admit you have seen
before, too!

TREE
Yes, a little bit. But it will do
us no good.

POPLAR
It is true that those ones are
totally in control now. And we have
no voice in what they do. I don't
even think they realize that we are
alive.

Another man on a bicycle stops underneath.

MAN 2
Wow! You're a big one! Thanks for
your shade. It's such a hot day!

TREE
You're welcome, fellow. And thank
you for the compliment.

The man makes no reply, but sits on a bench and drinks from
a water bottle.

POPLAR
He can't hear us.

TREE
Of course not; we don't speak! But
I'm always hoping I will find one
who can sense us.

POPLAR
Try throwing something at him!

TREE
Ah...I'm not too good at that. This
nut maybe...

A tree nut falls next to the man on the bench. The man looks
up and smiles.
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POPLAR
It almost worked!

TREE
Yes, this one does seem a bit
different. What's that?

The man gets out a camera and photographs the tree.

POPLAR
What do you suppose he is doing?

TREE
I have seen those things before,
but I have no idea what they are.

MAN 2
You probably think me silly, taking
your photograph like this. You have
no use for a picture of a tree. Yet
there are men who consider you
beautiful, a kind of work of art.

POPLAR
What is he talking about?

TREE
He's taking pictures with that
thing! How odd! Why can't he just
use his own pictures?

POPLAR
Maybe he can't see his own
pictures.

TREE
Do you suppose?

POPLAR
That would explain why he can't
converse with us.

TREE
Hmm...I suppose it would...Is this
a new thought?

POPLAR
I don't recall having it before.
But that would be extraordinary.
One of us having a new thought?

TREE
Perhaps that one has something to
do with this.

MAN 2
Well, I must be going. I'll be back
next week, probably.
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POPLAR
What's a "week?"

TREE
It's a number of sun cycles I
think. Have you noticed how more of
them show up, then a number of sun
cycles pass, and then they swarm
again?

POPLAR
Yes. Never thought much about it.

TREE
Thinking about it makes me feel
stupid.

POPLAR
We are stupid, otherwise, why would
we be trees?

TREE
You are going out on a limb now!
What's gotten into you?

POPLAR
That one reminded me of something,
I guess.

STORM

The forest experiences a rain storm with high winds.

POPLAR
Why must our water come with such
violence?

TREE
We have many gentle rains. Are you
having a problem with this?

POPLAR
My joints feel as if they are being
pulled apart!

TREE
You have survived broken branches
before.

POPLAR
But it hurts! I don't understand
why it always happens to me!

TREE
Perhaps you just prefer a life with
more action in it than I do.
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POPLAR
I don't think that's very funny.
Ahhh! Oh that hurt!

TREE
That was quite a gust!

POPLAR
I feel a joint has been ripped!

TREE
Hang in there, friend! You can
survive it!

POPLAR
(as its branch rips off
and falls to the ground)

Ohhh!!! I so hate to lose my limbs!

TREE
That's a real shame, friend. But
it's not the end for you.

POPLAR
Sometimes I wish it were...

The storm passes as the higher sun begins to dry things out.

NEXT DAY

TREE
How are you doing my old friend?

POPLAR
The water at my feet feels good.

MAN 2 rides by on his bicycle and stops.

MAN 2
Quite a storm, eh?

TREE
It's almost as if he actually knows
us...

MAN 2
Look what's happened to you,
cottonwood! That must have hurt.
I'll pull it around the back.
Perhaps they'll leave it there.

MAN 2 drags the fallen branch away from the bike trail to
the other side of the cottonwood.

POPLAR
Thoughtful of him...

TREE
It's as if he cares for us. Odd!
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MAN 2 sits quietly for a time under the trees.

MAN 2
I'll be away for a while.
Business...I hope to see you both
when I get back.

TREE
I didn't totally understand all of
that, did you?

POPLAR
No. I sense a lonliness somehow...

MONTAGE

We see the seasons go by, both for the forest and for the
man. The trees shed most of their leaves as they winter. In
spring they bud out again, then flower, then grow new
leaves. The squirrels and birds do their things.

The man has been traveling and talking to groups about
ecology and related subjects. He seems serious, sometimes
troubled. He visits many places where there are no real
forests. He is on some sort of campaign to replant.

NEXT YEAR

As the forest wakes up, we see the man ride under on his
bicycle and stop.

MAN 2
Ah, it's great to be back and see
you again!

POPLAR
Look, it's that one!

TREE
Imagine that. I wonder where he
went.

MAN 2
I have been around the world, my
friends. Trees like you are
becoming more and more rare. They
want you for timber or for fuel. I
hope I convinced a few to value you
more.

POPLAR
Strange talk for one of them. I
wonder what it means.

TREE
Do you suppose he really cares
about us? It seems unlikely.
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POPLAR
You've been here longer than I
have; you should know.

TREE
I have never seen that kind care
much for us. But my memory of other
times and places is too dim.

POPLAR
Sometimes I can glimpse back into a
time when his kind were more
friendly. But they looked different
than he. And they had none of those
- machines.

TREE
Ah yes, I recall now those ones.
But they disappeared long ago.

POPLAR
I wonder what became of them.

MONTAGE

We float up from the forest to view many buildings in the
distance. We fly towards them and go inside one. There is
MAN 2 giving a presentation about Permaculture.

INT. SMALL AUDITORIUM

MAN 2
The concept is that forests help to
regulate local climates.

His slide changes.

MAN 2
There is evidence in the historic
record that the climates at various
locations around the planet were
different than they are today. The
area around the Mediterranean is a
good example because we have
records from travelers and
"historians" that date back
hundreds of years. They speak of
regions that were lush with
vegetation and agriculturally
productive that today are barren.
We are not now speaking in terms of
geologic time. The overall climate
on Earth was not that different
back then from what it is today.
So, what happened?

His slide changes.



9.

MAN 2
The most obvious answer that most
ecologists have come up with is
that the forests were removed.

His slide changes, perhaps morphing into a moving scene.

MAN 2
The need for building materials,
fuel, and space for traditional
agriculture have been seen as
combining to produce deforestation.

His slide changes, and perhaps the moving scene.

MAN 2
But it is thought that the needs of
traditional agriculture were the
strongest driving forces of this
trend.

Slide change.

MAN 2
Sheep and other animals can graze
under trees. Their paddocks can be
rotated so the undergrowth revives.
And forests can be replanted to
provide more wood. 

Slide change.

MAN 2
But traditional agriculture demands
open land. Farming in a forest was
considered impractical. In the face
of this pressure, forests had to be
removed permanently. Today we see
this as the greatest mistake made
by our ancestors.

Slide change.

MAN 2
Is there a way to correct this
mistake?

Slide change.

MAN 2
In some areas it is simply a matter
of replanting trees.

Slide change.

MAN 2
In other areas more creative
approaches are required.
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Slide change.

MAN 2
Small-scale demonstration projects
clearly show that tree planting
really does improve conditions in
the planted areas. And that the
growing of food in a forest
environment can equal or exceed the
productivity of field-based
monoculture. 

Slide change.

MAN 2
Yet communities in wealthier parts
of the planet remain resistant to
shifting in the direction of more
trees. Poorer areas seem a bit more
eager to try it. They need the wood
that trees can provide, not just
food.

Slide change.

MAN 2
Our group has only been able to
garner support for a rather small
urban project involving riparian
woodlands protected from
development by flood control
levees. We expect work on this
project to start soon.

FIELD NEAR THE FOREST

A drainage ditch is being modified to retain more water.
This includes the planting of new trees. This is very near
where TREE and POPLAR live.

POPLAR
What do you think is going on over
there? 

TREE
Hard to tell. The place is crawling
with their kind and those things
that bellow and smoke like they are
on fire.

POPLAR
I suppose only time will tell...

The work of the men should appear in enough detail to  make
it obvious what they are trying to achieve with their demo
project. It is a system of swales to hold back more water,
and tree planting to stabilize the soil and provide habitat
for animals and smaller plants.
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ANOTHER STORM

We join TREE and POPLAR as the wind and rain begin to abate.

POPLAR
The winds weren't so bad this time.

TREE
Are you OK?

POPLAR
No damage as far as I can tell. And
my feet feel very moist.

TREE
I noticed that, too. It seems to be
coming from that place that was so
busy a while back. The water feels
good.

POPLAR
If things continue like this, I
will feel stronger next dry season.

TIME PASSES MONTAGE

The years march by. People underneath come and go. And the
field on the other side of the trail gradually turns into a
small forest. POPLAR is having a very good Spring, and he
rains his cotton down on the surroundings in large
quantities.

THE MAN RETURNS

MAN 2 comes to visit one day. Instead of being a young man,
he is now quite old.

MAN 2
It is great to see you two still
here! You both look tall and happy!
How do you like your new neighbors?

TREE
It does help to have younger trees
over there, rather than an open
field.

MAN 2
I hope the turkeys aren't bothering
you too much. So far they're the
only grazing animals allowed in
this area.

POPLAR
Why does he think those birds would
bother us?
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TREE
Haven't a clue. I hardly noticed
them.

MAN 2 spends some time just walking around the site,
noticing all the new little details brought in by the
planting project, including all the animals.

MAN 2
I enjoy it here more now. I wish I
could have done more. But this is
good. I hope it stays in good
hands...Bye old friends!

TREE
Goodbye little one.

POPLAR
Goodbye!

MORE TIME PASSES AS OUR LITTLE STORY COMES TO A CLOSE

POPLAR eventually falls, but is replaced by its children.
TREE, though very old, stands firm.

As we zoom out we find the surrounding places have markedly
changed. There are trees everywhere now; the fields are much
smaller or gone. 

People are using neighborhood forests for food and
recreation. There are ponds shared by people and birds, and
fish.

We see a larger scene of reduced monoculture and increased
use of trees and food forests in the region, the whole
valley, the state, the plains on the other side of the
mountains, along the large rivers, and even in the deserts
of Africa (to be optimistic). 

It seems that the decline has been halted and that the
planet has regained a balance, even though still full of
people. We see a vision of a hopeful future.
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