
SPACE CAPTAIN
by

Larry Cox

509-432-5251
elaurens.cox@gmail.com





EXT. UNFAMILIAR SECTION OF SPACE

An Intergalactic Trading (IT) vessel speeds through space.

INT. IT VESSEL BRIDGE

The Commander stands inside a small domed canopy from which
he has a wide view of his surroundings. Other Bridge crew
are mostly at screens nearby. They have an audio link to the
Commander.

SENSORS
Invader vessel spotted sir!

COMMANDER
Series number?

SENSORS
736 sir.

COMMANDER
Adjust flight path to remain
outside her range.

CON
Flight adjustment failed, sir.
Autopilot refusing override.

COMMANDER
What?

(pausing briefly before
giving next order)

Time to enter her range?

CON
About 15 seconds, sir.

COMMANDER
Point our butt at her and prepare
to lock to her beam and return
fire.

CON
Ready sir.

EXT. IT VESSEL REAR

Incoming beam hits decoy tail. Ship jolts slightly.

INT. IT VESSEL BRIDGE

COMMANDER
Lock and return fire.

EXT. IT VESSEL REAR

Beam leaves ship, as it jolts a bit.

EXT. FROM IT VESSEL TOWARDS INVADER VESSEL

Enemy ship explodes in a fireball.
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INT. IT VESSEL BRIDGE

COMMANDER
Direct hit?

CON
The 736 has a maneuvering lockout
while it is firing.

COMMANDER
Holy shit. Then by firing on us she
basically committed suicide.

CON
That would appear to be the case,
sir.

SENSORS
Sir! I have an aft airlock showing
open!

COMMANDER
I gave no such command! The crew
aren't suited up!

SENSORS
My panel indicates a full ship
flush, sir! I can't override!

COMMANDER
What the?

(distressed, as he cannot
stop what is about to
happen)

CON
It's reached the bridge deck, sir!
I...

(the audio cuts off
suddenly as the Con is
sucked away from his
station)

EXT. IT VESSEL FRONT

Bodies are blowing out of the airlocks into space. A small
charge detonates, releasing the flight canopy, then a rocket
propels Commander out of his booth and into space. He moves
slowly out into the blackness.

EXT. UNFAMILIAR SECTION OF SPACE

He is not wearing a space suit, yet seems to be alive. As he
continues to float away from his ship, we see that he is
approaching a similar-looking being. That being wears a
different uniform of very dark color, but likewise seems to
be alive.
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Both wear little boxes high on their chests, and seem to be
similarly equipped in many ways.

PUAHT
What the hell is this? 

(a combination of anger
and bemusement)

TOSSI
Holy shit...you were on that ship?

PUAHT
I was its commander!

TOSSI
And I commanded the IT ship...you
are...4th Invader?

PUAHT
Yes...I was...

They face each other for several seconds.

TOSSI
...I didn't expect to destroy your
ship so easily.

PUAHT
Personally, I'm rather glad to be
rid of it.

TOSSI
...Did you know my ship's
capabilities?

PUAHT
For the most part. We all use
basically the same ships, after
all. But my crew didn't.

TOSSI
I...lost my crew as well.

PUAHT
You're kidding me!

TOSSI
No! The ship evacuated itself! I
couldn't override it!

PUAHT
That makes no sense. Didn't you
have a mission that required a
crew?

TOSSI
Actually, it was a secret. Even I
didn't know what it was.
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PUAHT
Sounds like some of the missions
I've been on!

TOSSI
Won't they come looking for you?

PUAHT
I doubt it. We've been parked out
here now for, I don't know, about a
hundred of our years.

TOSSI
Seems like a waste of resources. 

PUAHT
If you were more familiar with
myself and my crew, you might judge
otherwise.

TOSSI
You were in "bad odor" with
Command?

PUAHT
That would be an understatement.

TOSSI
Did your ship have a mission at
all?

PUAHT
Yes, to guard this portal, and let
none pass.

TOSSI
Odd. I had never heard of this
portal before this mission. No one
from this sector ever uses it.

PUAHT
Your ship was to enter it?

TOSSI
I believe so. I mean, what else is
out here?

PUAHT
Nothing. Absolutely nothing.

TOSSI
...How long were you with them?

PUAHT
About ten thousand of our years.
Before that I had my own planet.
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TOSSI
I had a planet too, once. They came
and trapped me! I had no idea what
was going on at the time.

PUAHT
You've been a ship commander since
that time?

TOSSI
For most of it, yes. About fifty
thousand of our years.

TOSSI
Have you ever been stuck out here
like this before?

PUAHT
Once or twice. But it was during
large battles. There were lots of
ships around and one would always
come by and pick me up. ... This
time it's different. And losing my
ship certainly does not make me any
more popular back home.

TOSSI
Were you prepared to just stay out
here for...forever?

PUAHT
Yes, I guess I was. I never dreamed
we'd see any action. And suddenly
there you were, and I decided it
was my time.

They look at each other again for some seconds.

TOSSI
I don't think they will come for
me, either.

PUAHT
Hm! That makes no sense!

TOSSI
I just got the feeling that they
didn't expect me back.

PUAHT
Your people had issues with you?

TOSSI
Nothing obvious. I mean, I am a bit
old, but that used to count in my
favor. I've seen a lot more action
than some of the younger
commanders.
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PUAHT
Just one ship on a "secret"
mission. It makes so little
sense...

TOSSI
We thought this portal would be
unguarded. But I was nervous, so
kept all our stations manned. I
didn't know what to expect on
either side. Do you know where it
goes?

PUAHT
No, haven't a clue ...

A light on Tossi's chest box starts to flicker.

PUAHT
What the hell is that?

TOSSI
My ship? I assumed it would be
totally unmanned.

The ship glides right up to them, and they enter the bridge
through an open port.

INT. IT VESSEL BRIDGE

VOOTA
(to Tossi)

Welcome back, Commander! 

VOOTA
(to Puaht)

Holy crap, you look familiar!

PUAHT
Did you ever serve with the 4th
Invaders young one?

VOOTA
I did ... I deserted some years ago
and hoped I'd never see them again.
Will they send another ship?

PUAHT
One may be dispatched, but I think
we have some time. You are this
one's Deputy?

VOOTA
Well, that's what they called me.
But these days they usually don't
send two of us together unless they
want us to keep an eye on each
other.
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PUAHT
I haven't worked with a Deputy for
years!

VOOTA
I know...our kind are dying out.

PUAHT
That's a strange thing to say about
beings who don't die!

TOSSI
(to Voota)

But...why weren't you ejected, too?

VOOTA
I figured out how to change the
settings in the Nav Unit to cancel
my own ejection.

TOSSI
Change the settings in the Nav
Unit? But that's 4th Invader
electronics! You have to go to
special schools to learn how to
operate it.

VOOTA
Yeah, and get special clearances,
too. But while I was with the
Invaders, I used my free time to
study equipment manuals, among
other things, while the others went
off to the screen shows. I knew
enough about the unit to cancel my
own ejection, because I know my
code name. But I couldn't stop any
of the others. Sorry, Commander.

TOSSI
Do you know what will become of
this ship?

VOOTA
It is set to autopilot its way
through the portal. It's not clear
to me that IT intended any of the
crew to survive. The settings
showed a full ship flush on the
actions list, but I couldn't
believe they would waste a whole
crew just for the sake of... I'm
not sure about what was supposed to
happen during our final approach to
the portal. The settings contained
some terms I didn't understand.
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TOSSI
So if we stay onboard, we will go
through the portal.

VOOTA
Yes, sir.

TOSSI
Do you know where we are headed?

VOOTA
The settings indicate our
destination is confidential. Its
code is P-3 Sol.

PUAHT
Cripes!

TOSSI
You know that place?

PUAHT
Yes. It's out towards the edge of a
spiral galaxy. We were planning to
set up a penal colony there, but
the system is well-defended.

TOSSI
Who is there now?

PUAHT
I'm not sure. Last I heard, a
psy-op team had been sent in to try
to start a war. That is usually
enough to justify an intervention.
We tried that once already in the
Sol system, but our calculations
were off, and a whole planet was
destroyed.

VOOTA
Yea, I've heard of that.

PUAHT
You have? That's highly classified
data!

VOOTA
After I studied up on Invader
electronics, what do you think I
targeted next?

They just look at him.

VOOTA
The biggest secret I learned about,
though, was their plans for our
kind. That's why I defected.
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PUAHT
...What plans?

VOOTA
We intimidate them. I mean, they
have the electronics and
everything, but they can die, and
replacing a meat body is not a
simple process. The fact that we
live so long and can remember so
much freaks them out. Our skill in
piloting ships apparently is not
enough to save us from eventual
extermination. They figure they can
invent the electronics needed to
use meat body commanders instead of
us. And as soon as they do, they'll
take us all out. They know how to
do it, and we don't know how to
stop them. We are at their mercy.

PUAHT
I have heard whispers of such a
plan...but what about
Intergalactic?

TOSSI
Management has always been a little
on edge about our kind. It's only
gotten worse over the years. Every
time one of us gets angry and does
something stupid, our image with
them decays a bit more.

INT. GIANT ARENA

(Appearing as some past incident just remembered.) They have
assembled to watch some great entertainment. A Free Being
has been invited by one of the attendees, but finds himself
ridiculed and laughed at by several ordinary people, the
teenagers in particular.

As they walk out onto a balcony (or box seat) the Free Being
sees a giant and elaborate chandelier hanging above the
crowd. He cracks, and in a fit of anger, separates the
lighting equiment from the ceiling of the room and lets it
drop on the crowd below. Many are trapped or killed beneath
the debris.

INT. IT VESSEL BRIDGE

PUAHT
So we are all in a similar dilemma,
then.

TOSSI
It appears so...But for now we
still have a ship with two pods. Do

(MORE)
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TOSSI (cont'd)
we stay with it for now, and see
where it takes us?

VOOTA
Might as well.

PUAHT
Why not? What would we do in this
sector? It seems like an
excessively boring, if not
dangerous, section of some ancient
portal network. Let's go to Sol!

They look at each other in agreement.

TOSSI
(to Voota)

What else have you learned from the
computers about this ship's
mission?

VOOTA
All I know is that we are bound for
the Sol system. I have not been
able to decode any of the on-board
data about our cargo.  

TOSSI
I want to check the cargo, then. I
would like to have some idea what
will happen when we reach this
"P-3".

INT. IT VESSEL CARGO HOLD

They descend into the cargo tubes. All they can really tell
is that the cargo seems to be frozen. There is some sort of
cryogenic equipment connected to the cargo containers.

TOSSI
I'm not familiar with this. What
would need to be frozen?

VOOTA
...I read a report once...about a
method for disposing of beings that
are unwanted.

PUAHT
It's always been a problem on our
planets.

TOSSI
And on many of ours, too. Not
everyone loves factory work!
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VOOTA
The first step is to kill them in a
way that will force them into a
baby body.

PUAHT
I've heard of that. Doesn't work
well on our kind, though.

VOOTA
No, it's for meat body beings. Then
they collect up the babies and
throw them into sectioned vats with
some sort of special fluid in them.
And the vats get frozen.

TOSSI
Strange.

VOOTA
I guess it works, or they wouldn't
do it.

TOSSI
But the babies don't actually
survive?

VOOTA
No, they're just defenseless and
small, so easier to handle. You can
do it to a grown body too, if
you're desperate. Then they have to
get dumped somewhere equipped with
an electronic perimeter system.
They usually get thrown in some
body of water. When the "ice cubes"
melt, the frozen body decomposes
into a sort of jelly, and
dissolves. The beings are left to
their own devices. Eventually they
find new babies, or marine mammals,
or whatever, I guess.

TOSSI
It sounds sort of...primitive.

VOOTA
Well, how much effort are you going
to put into a technology only used
to get rid of people you don't
like? Once they are in the secured
area, they can't get out as long as
the perimeter electronics stay on.

PUAHT
They are stuck there forever?
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VOOTA
Well, that's the theory anyway. I
mean, how long does the best meat
body survive? A thousand years? Two
maybe? So how sure can they be that
such a system will hold together
for the long run? They can't be
sure. Yeah, the Invaders have good
electronics. But their societies
can degrade the same way our
societies have. Who's to say how
long the whole system will last?

TOSSI
Is this your best guess at what's
in these containers?

VOOTA
It's possible I could figure out
how to open one up. But I don't
know if I have time. We'll be going
through the portal any time now...

TOSSI
I think we need to be prepared to
abandon ship. I don't like the idea
of splitting up, but the pods only
take two passengers each.

(to Puaht)
Invader, you are a Free Being. You
don't have to stay with us.

PUAHT
I have probably laid waste to over
a thousand IT ships in my career.
Sheer piracy for the most part. It
was my job; I had to do it. But we
pilots are a people. I want to do
this thing with you, whatever it
turns out to be.

TOSSI
Then I will fly one pod, and you
two can go in the other. Teach the
young one how to fly it, too.
Hurry; we don't have much time
left.

INT. IT VESSEL BRIDGE

The three man the pods. They are stowed at Bridge level.

INT. IT POD 1

A view of space from the viewport on one of the pods.

INT. IT POD 2

This is Voota's and Puaht's pod.



13.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

The passage through the portal was
uneventful. I was trained that it
is a bit of a chancy part of any
trip through space. But everthing
worked as expected.

The scene through the viewport becomes bizarre and sparkly
as the ship gets transferred through the portal. 

At the end of the portal transfer, space reappears in the
viewport, and then a glimpse of Earth (P-3 Sol). This is
approximately 15,000 years before present time.

EXT. VERY LONG VIEW OF EARTH

Now the ship approaches the planet.

INT. IT POD 2

PUAHT
And there's the planet.

VOOTA
Wow, that looks really nice!

TOSSI
(over radio)

Maybe a little too nice.

PUAHT
I agree. We should get off this
ship before it lands - or does
whatever it's going to do.

VOOTA
Do you know what we've missed? ...
We haven't learned each other's
names. We need handles for radio
communication when we're split up.

TOSSI
God! I was Commander 523 for most
of my time in the Force.

PUAHT
I was 438.

VOOTA
Then this is our chance to pick
names instead of our old numbers.

PUAHT
Call me Puaht. It means "fallen
invader" in their language.
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TOSSI
I'll be Tossi. It means "flier" or
"bird."

VOOTA
I choose Voota.

PUAHT
"Ghost!" Clever!

TOSSI
We have only moments left. Let's
go!

EXT. IT VESSEL FRONT

They detach the pods and hover while the ship flies towards
the surface.

EXT. LONG VIEW OF EARTH

The ship sails out over a vast ocean, then explodes as it
hits the water.

INT. IT POD 2

Puaht and Voota pilot their pod away from the planet. The
other pod can be seen sometimes through one of their
viewports.

PUAHT
The process we have observed aligns
with what the young one - Voota I
mean - read about.

TOSSI
(over radio)

Then we need to stay away from that
place. But we will have to fly by
our sensors - no maps. Follow me
and I'll find a place to land.

VOOTA
What about that object there? Looks
very vacant.

EXT. LONG VIEW OF MOON

They fly past the Moon, which looks much as it does today.

INT. IT POD 2

PUAHT
The sensors detect life...under the
surface.
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TOSSI
(over radio)

We will need to learn more about
that place. It looks like a moon to
me. Bookmark it's coordinates. What
else is available?

PUAHT
There! It's quite far from
here...seems totally deserted.

EXT. ASTEROID BELT

They fly into the asteroid belt, navigate through debris,
land on an asteroid, and debark.

EXT. AN ASTEROID

The pods are on a little flat place.

PUAHT
This will be OK for now. But I
don't like this place. We had to
dodge several smaller rocks to get
here. The place is full of debris
that is too small to show up on the
sensors.

TOSSI
It reminds me of planetary debris I
encountered on one of my missions.

PUAHT
It likely is, if the stories I've
heard of this place are true.
Goodness knows we've destroyed
enough planets in our time!
Retribution, usually. Seems a shame
for the people living there. But
makes an excellent "quarry!"

TOSSI
I think we should learn this area
well. We might need it to...make
ourselves scarce.

VOOTA
I wonder how careful they are
being. I wonder if they noticed the
ship was manned.

PUAHT
You're assuming they have Invader
electronics.

VOOTA
Yes, I am. We sold it to everybody
who could pay for it in gold or
slaves.
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PUAHT
Shit. I wasn't entirely aware of
that.

VOOTA
They never wanted us to know
anything more than we needed to do
our jobs.

PUAHT
Still, I should have been more
curious. A couple of well-placed
mind reads might have been very
informative.

TOSSI
No use crying over spilt milk. I
often preferred the screens to
study...

PUAHT
Yeah, I kind of miss the screens.

VOOTA
I miss study!

Control panels in both the pods start flashing. They get
back into the pods.

INT. IT POD 2

PUAHT
Shit! We have incoming!

INT. IT POD 1

TOSSI
We can't outrun their cruisers in
these things. Let's hide and see if
they miss us.

INT. IT POD 2

PUAHT
I saw a cave on the other side
while we were circling in.

TOSSI
(over radio)

Good! Let's find it!

EXT. AN ASTEROID

They fly around to the other side and find the cave, then
fly in, and debark.
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EXT. ASTEROID CAVE

PUAHT
Of course, if they see us, they've
got us cornered.

TOSSI
I realize that. Hiding isn't one of
my strong points.

A ship comes in and lands not far from the cave entrance.
Two men drop out and look around. They are suited and have
weapons.

VOOTA
(telepathically) Both are meat
bodies...

PUAHT
It might be all they could
spare...I wonder if they would be
missed?

TOSSI
You thinking what I'm thinking?

VOOTA
I'll be the lure! Ready?

He throws a rock towards the cave entrance and it makes a
puff of dust. The men notice. Tossi and Puaht wait in
ambush. When the men get close enough, the two lunge and
tear their masks off. They are disarmed and dispatched. The
three run to their new vessel, and climb in.

INT. EARTH SPACE CRUISER

PUAHT
God! What a piece of shit!

TOSSI
I just hope it works!

VOOTA
This ship looks strangely
familiar...

TOSSI
It must be at least 5,000 years
old.

VOOTA
Who are these people?

TOSSI
Maybe we can stay away from them
long enough to find out!
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The older beings co-pilot while the younger one consults the
nav computer.

VOOTA
It looks like all the planets in
the area have some sort of
installation on them. The furthest
out we can get the fastest the
better off we'll be.

A panel flashes.

PUAHT
We are being pursued. Do you need
my help?

TOSSI
Voota, where's the clearest exit
route? I'll try to lose them.

VOOTA
We need to exit towards the star,
then arc out away from this orbital
plane.

TOSSI
Good. You're fastened down?

The others nod. Tossi moves the craft among the asteroids as
the other craft tries to follow. Eventually the other craft
hits a rock and blows up. He then arcs the ship out and away
from the Belt. No other ships pursue.

VOOTA
They know we're here. I suppose
it's just a matter of time before
more ships are sent.

PUAHT
Yes, but this whole thing isn't
adding up. These ships are too
old...

TOSSI
The Invaders would never brag about
losing ships. But did they?

VOOTA
Of course they did!

PUAHT
I heard only rumors. Command kept
the bad news to themselves.

VOOTA
I didn't get through the whole
history, of course. But there were
several decisive losses. A few

(MORE)
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VOOTA (cont'd)
groups were able to devise some
amazing counter-measures. There was
one device that, if you could sneak
it onto a ship, would disable the
whole crew except for the one
wearing it. It took a long time for
the Invaders to figure out some of
that stuff. They lost quite a few
ships during that period.

PUAHT
Oh, the trials and tribulations of
being an Invader!

TOSSI
Then these people could be almost
anybody. They could be rebels. They
could even be connected with the
Protectors.

PUAHT
It is more likely that they are
just a pirate group. That's what
I'm picking up from this ship.

TOSSI
Perhaps IT made some sort of secret
deal with them?

VOOTA
uh...Indicators tell me we're
pretty low on fuel.

PUAHT
Figures.

TOSSI
Crap! That means we can't stay out
here long.

VOOTA
I see no other nearby planets on
these maps.

TOSSI
Gosh, I feel a little homesick.

PUAHT
It was a nice dream while it
lasted! Our own little place out in
the sticks... One or two slyly
planned raids would get us enough
screens and storycubes to last us
for...
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TOSSI
The meat bodies call that
"retirement!" Sounds to me like it
would get old awfully fast.

PUAHT
You're probably right. But how can
we stay amused without giving up
our freedom?

TOSSI
I used to ask myself that once in a
while, back in the day...

VOOTA
Are we really doomed?

PUAHT
They have us surrounded, kid. About
all we can do is go out with our
guns blazing...

TOSSI
That sounds extremely tempting, but
I think we can do better than that.
Assume for a minute that we have no
alternative but to be enslaved in a
meat body. Sure they think they are
"free" but we know what the score
is. Food, drugs, sex. They are so
trapped! All they can hope for is a
job that doesn't get them into too
much trouble.

PUAHT
Yeah, like how we were just a few
days ago.

VOOTA
That's deep, Puaht.

TOSSI
But here's my point: Entrapment is
inevitable. But we aren't there
quite yet. So we have time to
formulate an escape plan...before
we get captured!

They look at each other and we can see them working
something out, gesticulatiing as they go along. Eventually
two more cruisers arrive in the vicinity.

TOSSI
We'll turn on the surrender signal
and see if they cooperate.
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LEMURIAN
(over radio)

Please confirm by voice that you
have disabled your armaments.

TOSSI
(over radio)

We have.

LEMURIAN
(over radio) 

Prepare to be tractored in.

EXT. VERY LONG VIEW OF EARTH

The Lemurian cruisers escort the stolen cruiser back towards
their planet. One uses a tractor apparatus to hold the ship.

EXT. LEMURIAN LANDING PLATFORM

The captives are escorted out of their vessel and into a
building.

INT. LEMURIAN SPACE BASE BUILDING

They are led into a reception area by the commander of the
capturing crew.

TOSSI
We wish an audience with your
Council. Can this be arranged?

LEMURIAN
Ha! On what grounds would I justify
such a meeting...with space
riff-raff? We lost two men because
of you!

TOSSI
Captain, you have no idea who we
are! Tell your Council we are
messengers from the Protectors and
have vital news for them.

LEMURIAN
The Protectors abandoned us
centuries ago! I doubt your request
will be granted.

TOSSI
But it is your duty to forward our
request to your Council, is it not?

LEMURIAN
Yes!

The captives are led away to wait in a holding cell.
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TOSSI
(telepathically)

You all remember your parts?

They nod.

PUAHT
We bring a message from the Lords
of Dark and Light - the Protectors.
The younger one is our scribe.

TOSSI
Good!

PUAHT
Do you think they will believe us?

TOSSI
I have no idea. But I was
encouraged by the news that they
have had no contact with the
Protectors for a long time.

In time they are retrieved and escorted to a meeting room.

INT. LEMURIAN CONFERENCE TABLE

They stand in front of a large table and wait. In due course
a man in a ceremonial uniform appears with two escorts.

HANSEE
Gentlemen, I am HanSee, a member of
our Council. I apologize for your
reception; we were not expecting
visitors.

PUAHT
The apologies should be ours, sir.
Considering our past relations, it
seemed unwise to approach in one of
our own ships. We became stowaways
on a trading ship, but when we
discovered it was to be scuttled,
we had to take drastic measures to
complete our mission.

HANSEE
Yes, we saw that ship explode into
the water...  But your mission must
be of grave consequence. You risked
being blown out of the sky...

TOSSI
It is, sir. We would prefer to
address your entire council. Or,
are you the one designated to
confer with us?
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HANSEE
I think bringing two more
Councillors into the discussion
would be in order. This is our
usual practice in such
circumstances. I will arrange more
comfortable lodgings for you while
I set up that meeting.

INT. LEMURIAN MEETING ROOM

The three are escorted out past a lounge area to a private
room that has the style of executive berthing.

INT. LEMURIAN BERTHING

The three sit around a table facing each other. They
converse in a way that indicates they are not using sound.

PUAHT
(telepathically)

I detected a doubt of our sincerity
in that man.

TOSSI
Yes, so did I. What did you pick up
Voota?

VOOTA
He seemed unaware I was probing
him, but perhaps his doubts were a
subconscious reaction to that. They
are traders.

PUAHT
Pirates?

VOOTA
Not exactly. But they don't really
have a Council any more; they did
at one time. I did pick up a lot of
distrust.

TOSSI
All right. We will stick to the
basic plan, with as little
deviation as we can manage.

INT. LEMURIAN MEETING ROOM

The next day...HanSee is joined by two others of similar
appearance.

HANSEE
So, what brings you three to our
planet?
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TOSSI
Our people have become aware of a
plot to create a war on this planet
so that it can be taken over. The
Protectors sent us with a set of
instructions which they hope will
prevent that. We have memorized
those instructions and wish to
present them to you.

HANSEE
Go ahead with your presentation.

PUAHT
We have all heard of the Invaders.
They provide most of the
civilizations in this region with
electronics. You may be aware that
they have had their attention on
this system for a long time. You
may not be aware that we assisted
you once in the past to repulse an
earlier takeover attempt.

HANSEE
With all due respect, our
historians relate those events with
no particular high regard for the
efforts of your people.

LEMURIAN
As we understand it, once the
Invaders were successfully
repulsed, the Protectors withdrew,
breaking a technology sharing
agreement they had with us.

LEMURIAN
We were isolated out here. It took
us centuries to rebuild our trade
routes. There was much suffering.

TOSSI
For some reason, our accounts
differ. I regret to hear that your
people suffered.

PUAHT
I am afraid we don't have much more
to tell you. We were sent here to
further assist you as you might see
fit. This offer of help includes a
request that your stonemasons erect
an edifice that we can use for
shelter, and that will communicate
to our people that you received
their message.
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HANSEE
I believe this would be a prudent
course of action. We will confer
and let you know shortly.

The Councillors exit with deliberate and measured steps.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

And so the three came to live among
these traders, the Lemurians,
helping them secure their trade
routes and borders...

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

We see two Lemurian cruisers escorting freighters out of the
system. These cruisers seem in exellent repair and are
shinier than the ones that captured the three earlier.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

Puaht pilots while Voota rides shotgun. An alarm on the
control panel sounds.

PUAHT
Ship incoming.

VOOTA
Lack of valid ID signal indicates         
pirates.

PUAHT
(into radio)

We'll handle that one, Tossi.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

We see one cruiser pull out of formation.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

PUAHT
Warning shot, please.

VOOTA
There.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The intruder is dinged in a wing, veers off momentarity, but
does not disengage.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

VOOTA
They're still folloing us.
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PUAHT
They must have no idea what they         
are up against. Fire kill shot.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

We see something emanate from the cruiser. The intruder ship
bursts into flames.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

PUAHT
Well done.

VOOTA
(nods)

I don't like doing it, though. It
seems so needless.

PUAHT
I know. But our ID signal gave them        
fair warning.

VOOTA
Sometimes spacers get a little          
suicidal, don't they? (smiling)

PUAHT
(smirking)

Yes, sometimes they do.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

Before long, we learned that         
another group had settled on the         
other side of this planet. They         
were, essentially, a dissident         
human sect. They operated along         
traditional human lines in most         
respects, including trade, but were         
devoted to a leader they called         
Atlan.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The three are in their pods. The terrain looks vaguely like
Europe / North Africa. There is a colony in the approximate
vicinity of the Azores. The pods hover well above the
location.

INT. IT POD 1

Tossi is at the helm.

TOSSI
(into radio)

We don't want to get close enough          
to cause alarm. It is possible they         

(MORE)
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TOSSI (cont'd)
have no good idea who we are.          
Voota, are we close ehough for you          
to pick up anything?

INT. IT POD 2

Puaht and Voota are in the cabin.

VOOTA
(into radio)

Their signals are quite strong. In
some ways they seem more advanced
than our hosts on the other side.
I'm picking up lots of electronics.
(pause as he continues to probe - a
combination of mental work and
onboard sensing devices) They've
possibly made some deal with the
Invaders.

PUAHT
That's a bad indication. The
Invaders seldom make "deals"
without ulterior motives. They must
have their eyes on this planet.

INT. IT POD 1

TOSSI
(into radio)

Let's return home and confer
further. You have enough sensor
data recorded for an initial
evaluation?

VOOTA
(over radio)

I think so.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The pods fly back over China. We follow them as they land at
their base. Note: I postulate this to be deep inland, in the
vicinity of the current Taklimakan Desert. 

EXT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

The palace is a modest stone building with a central
windowed room. They debark and walk in.

INT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

The room is spartan but beautiful. The windows let in lots
of light. (At night light would be provided by a central
ceiling fixture.) The furniture is of wood, with woven reed
seat bottoms and backs. The three sit comfortably, Voota
looking at a device that resembles a laptop.
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TOSSI
Well?

VOOTA
The main island includes a large
metropolitan area. There seems to
be lower levels. Their power system
is sophisticated, and they have a
full communication network. On
another island they are working on
some sort of mining operation. I am
getting that it is supposed to be
secret in some way...

PUAHT
Apparently just another human
colony.

TOSSI
I am concerned that you picked up
"secret" though. That doesn't bode
well.

PUAHT
Out hosts have a non-interference
agreement with them. Otherwise,
they don't communicate much. Their
languages are quite different.

TOSSI
Well, it could be a lot more
complex than this. But to have two
different groups colonizing such a
small planet is a bit unusual. Can
you set up a way to monitor their
networks, Voota?

VOOTA
I think so.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

We had arrived at an odd time in
the development of this planet. I'm
sure the skuttling of our own ship
had something to do with it. The
Invaders seemed to be out of the
picture here, but it became clear
that they were involved somehow
with the Atlan colony.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

Sequence showing the passage of time.

INT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

Voota has set up a whole array of equipment in one corner of
the room. There are audio and video monitors, and other
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sensor readouts.

VOOTA
It's time for their news broadcast.
Yesterday they announced that a
special event would be covered.

The others put down their screens and come over. The central
monitor shows a press conference type of setup, with a few
speakers at a decorated table. One gets up and moves to a
podium.

ATLAN RULER
(over monitor)

Greetings! We meet today to inform
you of a special project we have
embarked upon. It is designed to
provide ourselves and our trading
partners with a much greater
abundance of certain valuable
minerals that exist on this planet.
It has the potential to enhance the
lives of everyone in this colony! I
give you the Chief Scientist for
this project, Orcan Dowald.

ORCAN
(over monitor)

Thank you, your Eminence! This is
indeed a notable day, as we have
started our first production-grade
bore on the Far Island. Soon we
will have a large flow of
mineral-rich ore for processing at
our purification facilities. I
think all will be amazed at the
quantity and quality of ores
retrieved by this new method. And I
want to assure you that, in spite
of any sordid rumors planted -
perhaps - by our rivals, that our
new method is perfectly safe for
use on this planet. Our preliminary
tests all proceeded without trouble
and we do not anticipate any
unusual seismic events or any other
such problems with this production
bore.

PUAHT
Wow, he's really going on about the
safety issue. What's up with that?

VOOTA
There had been some earlier
broadcasts about a deep-planet
mining process being developed in
secret because it was risky on this

(MORE)
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VOOTA (cont'd)
planet. It said that the plates
here are thinner and newer than
other planets where this has been
tried. And on one of those planets,
it caused a volcanic eruption that
resulted in extensive damage...I
took it all as the usual
sensationalism, but this puts it in
a new light. I have not found any
connection between Lemuria and the
alarming stories.

TOSSI
That's what the scientist - Orcan?
- was implying, wasn't it?

VOOTA
I think so.

PUAHT
Yeah, I don't like it. Do we need a
flyover to collect more data?

VOOTA
That would be a good idea.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The two IT pods hover far over the Atlan colony's Far
Island. From above it looks all green.

TOSSI
(over radio)

Are we close enough?

VOOTA
(over radio))

I think so...the mining site is
hidden under the trees. I can
pretty much make out the equipment
set-up.

INT. ATLAN MINING SITE

A large cylindrical apparatus directs a high-energy beam
into the earth. Technicians wear protective eyewear to limit
the glare. Orcan walks in, consults briefly with the lead
Tech, then leaves. He returns to a nice office full of
monitoring euipment. A large non-human being sits in front
of the main screens. He is an Invader.

INVADER
The technicians report no problems?

ORCAN
None so far.
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INVADER
Good! We should be ready for the
next stage in less than a month!

ORCAN
Are you sure this is safe?

INVADER
This technology has been proven on
many planets prior to this one.

ORCAN
There are rumors of some mishaps...

INVADER
(dimissive)

Minor matters! Every mining
operation has its risks. I'm sure
you are familiar...

ORCAN
Of course, of course...

INVADER
I detect uncertainty...I urge you
to consider the enormous benefits
to yourself that a successful bore
will bring your way. You have the
expertise; you can do it!

ORCAN
The geologists are nervous...

INVADER
I can't in good faith council you
to ignore them entirely. But
perhaps their concerns arise mostly
from the fact that this is a new
technology they are less familiar
with...Remember that it is really
not that different from other
mining technologies you have used.
It bores a hole into the planet's
crust, allowing access to deep
mineral-rich layers.

ORCAN
Their problem seems to center
around how deep. None of them have
experience boring to the depths we
are shooting for in this project...

INVADER
You have seen how the beam
glassifies the walls of the bore.
With proper additions of coolants
as we bore deeper there should be
no problem.
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ORCAN
I know...I guess you're right, I
shouldn't worry so much.

INT. IT POD 2

VOOTA
I am also one hundred percent sure
the Invaders are involved in this
project...I sense their presence.
And the technology looks
familiar...

PUAHT
Beam borer?

VOOTA
Yes, that's what it looks like.

PUAHT
It was not my area. But I heard
stories...

VOOTA
Like what?

PUAHT
The technology is powerful, but it
is a little hard to control. And
so, it can be easily sabotaged...by
someone that knows their business.
And the operators won't detect it
until it's too late. The
implication was that this was used
to destabilize target planets.

VOOTA
Can we move in a little closer?

PUAHT
...maybe a little...

INT. ATLAN MINING SITE

The Invader, alone in the control room, works intently at a
screen. He appears to be searching for a parameter in the
control program. He finds it, and changes its value
slightly, then returns the screen to its normal appearance.

Orcan walks in.

INVADER
Well, all seems to be working
smoothly. I will return in a couple
of your weeks to check in...

ORCAN
Thank you for your...assistance.
(bows slightly)
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INT. IT POD 2

VOOTA
Yes, there is definitley an Invader
present. And I have a better
recording now of the equipment and
how it works...I detect the
outsider coming to the surface and
approaching a small ship. (to
Puaht) We need to leave!

PUAHT
Hold on to your chair!

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The pods veer suddenly skyward, and disappears as a similar
ship takes off from the island.

INT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

TOSSI
...so the situation is fairly
clear...

PUAHT
I agree. It is a classic
interference scenario, from what I
know of the subject.

TOSSI
We are working at a disadvantage...
we are not schooled in this area.

VOOTA
What I picked up at the lower
altitute was quite clear. I don't
know any more about political
strategies than you do, but the
personal intentions of the beings
involved came through clear enough.
Orcan is being played...

TOSSI
(to Puaht)

And the scenario, as far as you
understand it, is to create an
event which will cause belligerance
between colonies, escalate that to
the level of all-out war, then move
in as "peace keepers" in accordance
with galactic law.

PUAHT
That's correct. And if the
survivors on the planet are
numerous, then new leaders will be
brought in that are willing to
cooperate with the Invader program.
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TOSSI
And if survivors are not numerous?

PUAHT
The Invaders would then claim the
planet for themselves...but either
way, extermination events tend to
occur, and the planet falls into
Invader hands eventually.

TOSSI
But externally, it all seems to be
the doing of the earlier colonists.

PUAHT
Right. They are always the ones who
are blamed.

TOSSI
And so the other galactic partners
are relatively powerless to check
Invader expansion.

PUAHT
The Galactic Council has
considerable military resources,
but prefers not to use them. War is
a drain on the overall economic
system.

TOSSI
Are we all agreed that we should
work to save this planet from the
Invaders?

PUAHT
Yes!

VOOTA
Yes.

TOSSI
Then what we need to do first, it
seems, is to turn this new mine
into a planetary issue, without any
mention of Invaders. And then, if
the Atlans fail to agree to abandon
their project, we must end the
project in a way other than war.

The three sit looking at each other for some time.

VOOTA
Then we must make ourselves known
to the Atlans?

PUAHT
That would mean making ourselves
know to the Invaders.
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TOSSI
The Protectors have special status.
Our only hope is that the Invaders
will honor that. They would have to
meet us in person to challenge us,
and that would be a violation of
Council treaties. 

VOOTA
Of course, we, as imposters, are in
violation of those treaties as
well.

PUAHT
It's an even game, then! It will be
won, I trust, by those with the
purest hearts.

TOSSI
I thought we threw out that proverb
thousands of years ago!

PUAHT
Perhaps...that was a mistake.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

Both colonies traded in minerals.
And because of this, they had
entered into agreements concerning
which colony had access to which
resource, and how they could be
mined. This gave the Lemurians a
basis for bringing up questions
concerning the new mining
project...on the face of things,
there was nothing wrong with this
project. But the Lemurians needed a
way to object to it that might
persuade the Atlans to drop it, and
with it, the secret Invader
influence.

INT. LEMURIAN CONFERENCE TABLE

Three Lemurian councillors confer with our three.

TOSSI
Gentelmen, we have some unsettling
news.

LEMURIAN
We understood as much from the tone
of your message requesting this
meeting.
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TOSSI
Apparently a group working with the
Invaders has infiltrated an ongoing
mining project in the Atlan colony.
The project is, of course, being
portrayed as purely Atlan in origin
and operation. The project is using
a newer technology that apparently
has Invader origins, and thus an
Invader "technical advisor" is
secretly working with the Atlan
scientists. Our best intelligence
indicates that the Invaders intend
to create a mining accident,
possibly blame it on Lemuria, and
in such wise spark a war between
the colonies.

The Lemurians look meaningfully at each other and shake
their heads.

LEMURIAN
We are not unfamiliar with this
strategy. According to our
historians, the last time your
people came here, there was a
similar situation.

HANSEE
And though the Invader takeover was
thwarted, it left our colony much
weakened, and on the brink of
collapse. The Atlans were not here
at that time. I suppose that was
why the Protectors did not think it
was necessary to continue their
presence here.

TOSSI
I trust your historians have
maintained accurate records of
those times...it was an unfortunate
lapse on our part. I wish I was
able to explain it better...

HANSEE
No need for that. You three have
now proven your worth to us many
times over. We are willing to trust
you in these matters. Even though
you are not our kind, and have no
real hearts, that there is good in
your hearts is obvious to us.

PUAHT
We suggest that a series of
conferences be scheduled to see if
the Atlan ruling council can be

(MORE)
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PUAHT (cont'd)
persuaded to discontinue this
project.

LEMURIAN
What can we tell them that would
not sound self-serving?

TOSSI
We recommend that you tell them
that you are aware that the
technology being used in this new
project has never been tested on
this planet before, and that your
scientists have expressed concern
that it could cause unforseen
techtonic events that could
threaten the entire planet. Your
scientists, of course, should be
properly briefed.

LEMURIAN
Atlan was a reasonable man. But I
don't trust his grandson. He has an
odd way about him.

VOOTA
It is true their latest ruler is
not that skilled. But if you are
patient with him, I think he could
be persuaded to work with you.

LEMURIAN
...all right. We will try.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

There followed a series of
conferences with the Atlan ruling
council. They were urged to curtail
the use of the new mining
technologies on the grounds that
the possibility for planetary
instability was too great a risk.
But the Atlan council refused to
accept the idea that their
scientists were acting
irresponsibly.

INT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

The three discuss the situation.

TOSSI
Voota, what seems to be actually
happening on the Atlan side?
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VOOTA
The ruling council is being
blackmailed by Orcan. He has been
corrupted by the Invaders and
thinks of nothing but power and
riches. He is telling the council
that Lemuria only wants to steal
the technology they are developing,
and that if something goes wrong
with the project, Lemurian sabotage
should be suspected. They are also
being told that the Atlan people
support him in this, and would rise
against the Council if it the
project were discontinued.

PUAHT
I recall no signs of popular
interest in this matter from
earlier scans.

VOOTA
Orcan has been issuing press
releases that have been picked up
by their news service. It is a hot
topic now in public circles,
including academia and their
business world. Those press
releases include anti-Lemurian
propaganda.

PUAHT
Classic Invader tactics. I believe
we called it "psychological
warfare." 

TOSSI
The IT used it a bit themselves.
But we preferred less underhanded,
more honest means of persuasion.

PUAHT
The Invaders have something wrong
with them. I always felt it but
could never settle my mind enough
to see it clearly. They cannot live
with peace. They see violence as a
necessity in their lives. 

VOOTA
It is really only an exaggerated
form of how we all live. What would
life be without regular doses of
excitement? But their thinking has
been somehow twisted into a lust
for blood and an inability to
settle on a planet and live
peacefully there. They feel

(MORE)
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VOOTA (cont'd)
compelled to destabilize existing
societies and milk them until they
collapse. They are a failed race,
but oh so dangerous to all the
others as they desperately flail
about to keep themselves going!

TOSSI
You have learned much, young one.
But the point remains that it seems
we must act.

VOOTA
Tactics are not my strong point.

TOSSI
Understood. And we two, trained for
little more than navigating and
commanding great ships in travel,
trade, and battle, feel likewise
overwhelmed in trying to solve the
problems of an entire planet.
Likeise both the ruling councils.
They are expected to manage the
affairs of their respective
colonies, yet there are huge gaps
in their knowledge and skills that
make their actions often seem
childish or amateur.

PUAHT
We must at least try something.
This is the first maxim of a free
being, is it not? There is no fear,
so there is always something that
can be done.

They look thoughtfully at each other and continue the
discussion, as the scene fades out.

INT. ATLAN MINING SITE

The scene opens with a technician looking alarmed and
shouting a warning into his communicator. As the scope of
the scene broadens, this quickly becomes a general panic.

EXT. ATLAN MINING SITE

The scene continues to broaden as the drilling platform
explodes and something like a volcanic eruption ensues. As
things get worse, a cone forms and sprays molten rock down
over the whole area.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

We knew that this accident would be
blamed on the Lemurians. We quickly

(MORE)
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VOOTA (cont'd)
had to solidify a plan that would
de-escalate the situation

INT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

TOSSI
We have discussed this before. At
that time we had no idea exactly
what the mining accident would look
like. The site has been entirely
destroyed. There is no way for
anyone involved to prove what
caused it.

PUAHT
But our story remains sound. The
Atlans know that Lemurian
scientists warned them about this.
We have to somehow tip the public
perception there away from the idea
that this accident was somehow
caused by Lemuria.

INT. LEMURIAN CONFERENCE TABLE

PUAHT
I am sure you have heard of the
accident on the Atlan side. They
had an entire island turn into an
active volcano. Yet Orcan continues
his propaganda campaign against
your people and in favor of more
deep mining. We know that this is
all Invader-inspired, in the hopes
of sparking open conflict.

TOSSI
And that would justify an Invader
takeover.

HANSEE
This is what we most wish to avoid.
Volcanoes are simple to deal with
compared to Invaders.

TOSSI
We recommend that you call for new
talks and hold totally firm to your
earlier assertions. Meanwhile we
intend to contrive a new method for
dealing with any Atlan backsliding
that would save us from the
Invaders, though perhaps not
without a price. The best
deterrance to Invader interest is
to create a planet that looks
entirely primitive, devoid of
techno-advanced peoples.
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HANSEE
The double-deceptions involed in
this are almost beyond my ability
to grasp. I suppose there is
nothing more that you are willing
to tell us about this idea of
yours?

PUAHT
We believe it would be wiser to
leave you out of those machinations
for the time being. We are hoping
that you can continue to be very
emphatic in your conviction that
this new technology is dangerous,
without revealing or inferring the
real reason why. I understand that
you would prefer to be more direct
and more honest with the Atlans.
But know that they are being
manipulated by a secret third party
who we hope will not realize that
we know of their influence here
until it is too late.

HANSEE
Very well then. We will continue to
press our case.

EXT. ASTEROID BELT

The three are maneuvering their refurbished Lemurian
cruisers through the debris of a long-extinct planet.

INT. IT POD 2

VOOTA
This is a spooky place.

PUAHT
Perhaps it is the ghosts of those
who once lived here -- when it was
a planet.

VOOTA
Funny joke! You will never get over
my choice of names, will you Puaht?

PUAHT
What makes you think that I am
joking? I have mentioned this
before, have I not?

VOOTA
I guess I didn't take you
seriously.
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PUAHT
That is probably an exellent policy
for you to continue to
follow...however, I have some
knowledge of what happened here...

VOOTA
It happened before you were
captured by the Invaders, didn't
it?

PUAHT
Yes. But a few of the older
commanders liked to speak of it.

VOOTA
I have never heard even a whisper
of such a thing happening. 

PUAHT
I guess all involved were a bit
ashamed of it. After all,
biological bodies need planets to
settle on. Constant space travel
causes them to deteriorate...unless
they take extreme measures as the
Invaders have done.

VOOTA
I guess that explains why all this
hasn't been mined out by now. 

PUAHT
It was one of the best planets in
this system for biology. Most
consider the planet we are on now
much too small. It can support a
trading colony, but not aggressive
mining. The whole surface would be
wiped out in just - I don't know -
a thousand years or less.

VOOTA
Not economically viable.

TOSSI
(on radio)

What about that one over there?

PUAHT
(into radio)

The one your ship is pointing
towards?

TOSSI
(on radio)

Yes.
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VOOTA
(into radio)

It looks about right. Let's go over
and give it a little shove, see if
we can measure its mass.

EXT. ASTEROID BELT

Puaht's cruiser moves over to a quite large asteroid and
follows along side of it. A tractor apparatus extends to
grip the giant rock.

INT. IT POD 2

PUAHT
Are your intstruments all ready? 

VOOTA
Yes.

PUAHT
Performing maneuver.

They jolt as the ship pushes against the rock.

VOOTA
About a billion times less than
earth. That's in the ballpark.

PUAHT
"In the ballpark?" Is that as sure
as you can get?

VOOTA
I'm afraid so.

TOSSI
(over radio)

Well, I don't see anything else
remotely close to this size
anywhere near here.

VOOTA
Let me make a scan to
double-check...I agree. Nothing
else comes up.

TOSSI
(over radio)

So I guess this is our baby.

EXT. AN ASTEROID

Tossi's ship moves to the other side of the rock and
attaches to it using its tractor apparatus. The two ships
then move it up and out of the asteroid belt, and towards
Earth.
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INT. IT POD 2

PUAHT
You pretty sure it will stay in
orbit until we need it?

VOOTA
Yes. That shouldn't be a problem.

INT. IT POD 1

TOSSI
We're counting on your
calculations! OK, let's return to
base.

EXT. VERY LONG VIEW OF EARTH

The two ships detach from the huge rock and head back
towards their planet.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

In all my years, I'd never been so
on edge. I was amazed, really, at
how important this seemed to me.
For better or worse, WE would
survive. But now the survival of an
entire planet mattered to me...

INT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

TOSSI
Voota, you need to calm down!

VOOTA
Sorry, Tossi. I just so much want
this to work!

TOSSI
I know. We do, too.

PUAHT
I can't get over it, either,
though. They aren't even our
people...

TOSSI
Can't you remember when you had a
planet, Puaht? 

PUAHT
Dimly.

TOSSI
Don't you remember how you felt
about that place? And its
inhabitants?
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PUAHT
I know what you're saying. But that
was MY planet. I terraformed it
myself. I invited in the colonists.
This place, I had nothing to do
with creating it.

TOSSI
And still, put in a similar
situation, we feel the same way. 

PUAHT
What does it mean about us?

TOSSI
I can only think that there is
something universal about all of
this. That we were meant to be free
and to care about one another.

VOOTA
The Invaders didn't think that way.
But their time is slowly running
out.

PUAHT
Yet there is no society I have seen
that has risen to this vision and
retained it for any length of time.

VOOTA
It is as if we are in a tailspin we
can't pull out of. And yet the
desire to pull out never totally
leaves us.

TOSSI
I think at least that we can spare
the Lemurians from the worst of
what we are going through.

INT. LEMURIAN MEETING ROOM

HANSEE
I understand that your plans are in
place.

TOSSI
I hope you won't mind if we spare
you the details.

HANSEE
I think we would prefer to be
spared!

PUAHT
We are fairly certain that our
handling would curtail any Invader

(MORE)
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PUAHT (cont'd)
move to take over the planet. But
it might well return the planet's
surface to a more primitive state.

LEMURIAN
We are not prepared to leave this
planet; it is our home.

VOOTA
You may wish to poll your own
people on the subject. We will make
sure that the people of the Atlan
colony hear this news as well. They
could choose to pack up and leave,
trusting their future to the
discovery of some other suitable
place to colonize within the reach
of your ships. Or they can choose
to stay here underground, until the
situation on the surface
stabilizes.

LEMURIAN
It could take years to make such
preparations!

TOSSI
We know. But I think we have that
long. If we can diffuse the
conflict this accident was meant to
create, it will take the Atlan
colony that long to set up a new
test site and start a new bore.
During that time we can work to
change their minds about this
project, and also to prepare for
the worst.

PUAHT
We think that word of your poll
will help convince them that that
the rumors about you are untrue,
and that you honestly fear this
technology.

HANSEE
Very well then. The poll will be
conducted.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

News of the poll reached the Atlan
territories, and this fomented a
popular movement against the
project. Not all were convinced,
but it helped to delay the restart
of the project.
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EXT. ABOVE EARTH

People in both Lemuria and the Atlan colony start to build
underground cities for themselves. They followed techniques
that had been developed over thousands of years to create
colonies on planets less hospitible than P-3 Sol.

They use caves already created by mining equipment, and bore
out some new ones.

The Lemurian sites are mostly in the Himalayas. 

The Atlan sites are mostly in the Western Pyrenees, with
some in the eastern Alps and the Atlas mountains of Africa.

INT. LEMURIAN CAVE CITY

The three are visiting the site.

LEMURIAN ENGINEER
The most important part of each
cave is the central light source.
It must duplicate the sun's
radiation as much as possible. With
it working, we can grow and eat the
same plants and animals that exist
on the surface.

VOOTA
How can you duplicate the chemistry
of the sun in such a confined
space?

LEMURIAN ENGINEER
We can't, of course. But we can get
close. How long, worse case, before
the surface becomes inhabitable
again?

VOOTA
One hundred, maybe two hundred
years.

LEMURIAN ENGINEER
This technology should hold up that
long. It runs on electricity. Our
basic power technology is very
reliable.

VOOTA
I'm glad to hear you so confident!

LEMURIAN ENGINEER
You don't anticipate any major
security problems during that time?

VOOTA
Not really.
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LEMURIAN ENGINEER
We have installed a basic level of
security anyway. It consists mainly
of very thick doors to the outside,
built to look like ordinary rock.

VOOTA
That is wise.

LEMURIAN ENGINEER
I believe we are ready to test the
central lamp...

He signals and the chamber suddenly becomes brightly
illuminated. The light flickers a bit.

LEMURIAN ENGINEER
It's a little unstable when it's
first turned on. We'll monitor it
for spectrum and output power and
make any necessary adjustments.

VOOTA
This is excellent work!

LEMURIAN ENGINEER
It is our most likely home for the
next several generations; we want
to get it right.

INT. ATLAN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

The Atlans confer with the Lemurians, and sign a document.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

The Atlan ruling council resumed
talks with the Lemurian Council,
and they agreed that it would be
best not to resume the mining
project. However, Orcan had
secretly set up a new site on a
more distant island.

EXT. ATLAN MINING SITE

The new site looks much like the old. But there is an added
tension to the work now that it is totally secret.

INT. ATLAN MINING SITE

INVADER
Your work this time will not go
unrewarded. It was foolish of the
Council to give in to the
sentiments of an uninformed public.
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ORCAN
I have developed much better
monitoring equipment for this bore.
It cannot run away from us as the
last one did.

INT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

VOOTA
It seems the Invaders have not
given up, but have changed their
strategy. The new project is to be
totally secret.

PUAHT
Will they let it succeed this time?

VOOTA
Apparently so. But I assume only
long enough to prove our scientists
wrong and blame Lemuria for the
vast expense laid out to prepare
for a planetwide disaster.

TOSSI
They still hope for a war, then.

VOOTA
It's a real shame to have to put
this planet through so much.

PUAHT
These tribulations are minor
compared to some I've seen. And a
lot of these colonists know they
are lucky to be here and not
somewhere else.

VOOTA
In spite of the Invaders'
containment system!

PUAHT
That is their secret and I am
afraid must remain so. I would
rather live on a lovely prison
planet than on no planet at all.

TOSSI
We must delay until the last
possible moment...

MONTAGE OF CAVE CITIES

The Atlan and Lemurian shelters are mostly finished. Some
Lemurians start moving in and adapting to an underground
existence. The Atlans for the most part remain in their
metropolis.
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VOOTA
(as narrator)

The Invaders apparently never
caught on to the fact that we were
monitoring their new mining
activities. We let them hang on as
long as we could make sure that the
bore was not yet near completion.
We had to make our announcement
seem like a more or less random
event...

INT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

They monitor an Atlan news broadcast.

BROADCAST
Word has arrived from Lemuria of a
new potential threat to the planet.
It's good we built those shelters,
as they could come in handy now! It
is reported that their astronomers
have detected a rougue asteroid
inbound to this planet. It is a
minor miracle they discovered it at
all, as it is too small to be
detected from the surface. It got
picked up in a routine scan by one
of their cruisers. Over to Council
Chambers for further information.

ATLAN RULER
(over the screen)

We are treating this as a real
emergency. A full withdrawal to our
shelters in the mountains has been
ordered. If the asteroid misses or
only causes minor damage, we should
know in just a few days. I
recommend that all colonists take
this completely seriously. May the
memory of our founder lighten your
days ahead!

TOSSI
Time to move!

EXT. PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

The three's cruisers leave, and are soon joined by several
others.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The Lemurian cruisers move out to a safe distance. Our three
take theirs out in the direction of the rock they parked
years ago.
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EXT. LONG VIEW OF EARTH

The two cruisers approach the huge rock.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

VOOTA
Wow! I'm glad it's still there!

PUAHT
Where did you think it would go?

VOOTA
(peeved look)

I'm just glad it's there.

TOSSI
(over radio)

Voota, you're nav for this
maneuver.

VOOTA
Right. Well, let's hook up and get
started.

EXT. AN ASTEROID

The two ships position themselves on either side of the rock
and clamp on with their tractor apparatus.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

VOOTA
(punching furiously at
his console)

I am sending our descent path to
the nav system now.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 1

TOSSI
(as his nav displays
reconfigure)

Confirm reception of descent path.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

VOOTA
We lock on this course and go until
I give the signal.

TOSSI
(over radio)

Got it. Locked.

EXT. AN ASTEROID

The two ships begin to move the asteroid towards Earth.
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EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The rock gradually begins to pick up speed towards the
planet.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 1

TOSSI
(fiddling with a control)

My port thruster is reporting less
than full power.

VOOTA
(over radio)

Crap! 

A screen shows the rock veering off course somewhat.

VOOTA
(over radio)

What level is being reported?

TOSSI
93 percent.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

VOOTA
(furiously pounding keys
on his console)

All right...We'll compensate.

PUAHT
Adjustment has been received and
implemented.

A screen shows them veering back onto course.

VOOTA
Steady...

TOSSI
(over radio)

What's that?

PUAHT
I see it. Their ID is suppressed,
but it has all the signs of an
Invader vessel.

TOSSI
(over radio)

We need to engage it. Voota?

VOOTA
It's early to let go of the rock,
but...OK, retract the tractors.
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PUAHT
He's going directly for the rock.
It's as if he doesn't even see us.

VOOTA
Yeah, I figured out how to enable
some shields that the Lemurians
never knew about.

TOSSI
We can't let this guy mess this up!

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The Invader is firing at the giant stone. Nothing much is
happening.

INT. INVADER VESSEL

INVADER
Noooo!!!

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

VOOTA
Shields down. Fire at will.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The two Protector ships suddenly appear very near the
Invader vessel. They open fire and the Invader vessel
explodes.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

VOOTA
Assume former positions.

TOSSI
(over radio)

Almost there.

PUAHT
Me too.

VOOTA
...Lock back on descent path.

A screen shows them returning gradually to their correct
course. Then a warning message flashes and a console buzzer
sounds.

VOOTA
Disengage.

TOSSI
(over radio)

Done.
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EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The rock careens towards the planet. It begins to glow as it
enters the atmosphere. Beneath we see the islands of the
Atlan colony. The rock turns into a fireball and plummets to
the surface. An unprecedented explosion ensues, with the
whole of the Atlantic covered by a huge cloud of water and
debris.

INT. PROTECTOR CRUISER 2

VOOTA
That was a little larger than I
expected.

HANSEE
(over radio)

It appears the "natural"
destruction of the Atlan colony by
a falling asteroid had been
successfully accomplished.
Confirmed?

TOSSI
(over radio)

Yes, your excellency, confirmed.
You may proceed with the rest of
your evolution.

HANSEE
(over radio)

I never thought I would be glad to
destroy my own colony!

TOSSI
(over radio)

Indeed! The "victory" is
bittersweet.

EXT. ABOVE EARTH

The Lemurian vessels fly over their former colony, now
abandoned, and release a series of bombs. As they fly away,
the ground disintegrates, leaving no trace of civilization
(Taklimakan Desert?).

VOOTA
(as narrator)

And so the operation was
succesfully carried out. It caused
a lot of problems on the surface.
Aboriginal peoples in some areas
were wiped out.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

After the worst was over, the
Lemurians began to repopulate the

(MORE)
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VOOTA (cont'd)
surface. They started what is known
today as the Chinese civilization,
one of the oldest and most stable
cultures on the planet. Those from
the Atlan colony who stayed behind
started several ancient cultures in
Europe and Africa, including what
is known today as the Egyptian
civilization. 

Note: The last major glaciation retreated about 12,000 years
ago. The events depicted in this story would have occurred
around that time, as the "great flood" is meant to
correspond to the asteroid hit depicted in this story.
Surviving stories of early China go back only 4 to 5
thousand years. There are some Egyptian sites that have been
dated to roughly 7,500 years ago, when it was believed the
climate there was much wetter, but drying out. The time
discrepancies might have to do with archeology practices as
much as anything. Old stories of the "great rulers" start
roughly the same time in both places, about 5,000 years ago. 

VOOTA
(as narrator)

The Invaders left P-3 Sol alone,
being content with their automated
bases on its moon, on P-2 and on
P-4. Through these bases the
isolation of P-3 could be continued
for an indefinite period of time.
Thus, P-3 continued to be used as a
dumping ground for beings found to
be "dangerous," "dissident," or
"extraneous" in other systems.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

For us it seemed more like a
refuge, but perhaps that is an
optimistic view. Certainly the
humans continued to make so much
trouble for each other that you'd
think the Invaders had never
withdrawn. The indigenous peoples
of what are now the "Americas"
survived for the most part. Various
Atlan groups quickly repopulated
what is now known as "Europe" and
pushed down into "India." The
dark-skinned peoples of the
equatorial areas had, for the most
part, survived, and rebounded into
their lands, but not as fiercely as
the others.
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VOOTA
(as narrator)

Our palace and other important
traces of Lemuria were destroyed
ahead of time as part of the plan
to dissuade the Invaders from
taking Earth. More advanced
technologies were only allowed
underground, not on the surface.
Those who went up - including us -
simply couldn't stand the
confinement of our caverns, though
they were spacious by modern
standards. We did venture out in
our pods on occasion. No one
important ever seemed to notice.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

And so we tried to keep somewhat
out-of-sight, but at the same time
aware of the advances (and
retreats) made by the people of P-3
in technology, arts, and religion.
I admit we got impatient a few
times, and pushed things forward a
bit, you might say. But we had very
mixed feelings after we learned
that during a second great civil
war on the planet, one group had
decided to develop and weaponize
nuclear power.

INT. IT POD 2

The three are flying over the area of New Mexico.

VOOTA
We are nearing the location I
spotted last night.

PUAHT
Yes, radiation readings way up.

VOOTA
I have no doubts about what
happened. But their intentions are
not yet clear to me. I picked up a
whisper of a plan to use this
technology as a weapon in this
current civil war.

TOSSI
(over radio)

There's the crater. Not very
big...by our standards.
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PUAHT
Barely enough to incinerate one
small city, I judge.

TOSSI
(over radio)

This planet has been free of this
type of conflict for many centuries
now. It would be a great shock to
the population for this sort of
warfare to reappear after all that
time.

VOOTA
There, in the direction of that
city!

TOSSI
(over radio)

Let's fly around it.

VOOTA
There, that compound.

They fly over Los Alamos, location of the Manhattan Project.

VOOTA
I detect they plan to prepare at
least two weapons. But these are
not the strategists, just
scientists and technical people.

INT. NEW PALACE OF THE PROTECTORS

Their "palace," originally out in the open for all to see,
has been re-built into a mountain.

Voota comes out of a meditation.

VOOTA
They plan to use this war in Asia
as an excuse to drop two different
experimental devices...

TOSSI
We must act against this atrocity.
I could not live in peace if I did
not try to stop them.

PUAHT
I have attacked, vandalized and
destroyed so many planets like this
one! It is difficult for me to care
that much. They are not our kind!

TOSSI
Are you so sure of that? How many
of these beings, do you suppose,

(MORE)



58.

TOSSI (cont'd)
used to live as we still do? And
now rest uneasy in the subconscious
awareness that they once fought
battles over the lands of people
just like they are now?

PUAHT
We have had this discussion many
times, Tossi. I know you are right.

TOSSI
Our lives did not turn out quite as
we had hoped, did they?

PUAHT
Our plan had merit. But it is true,
I did not expect to fall in love
with this place!

INT. IT POD 1

It is August 6, 1945.

TOSSI
Are you sure your information is
accurate Voota?

VOOTA
(over radio)

Very sure.

TOSSI
But you don't know the size of the
device, or how it is fused?

VOOTA
(over radio)

For some reason I can't locate
those answers.

TOSSI
All right; I will see what I can
do.

EXT. HIROSHIMA AT THE TIME OF THE U.S. ATTACK

Action as described in the narration.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

Tossi caught the bomb with his pod,
but not before its detonation
sequence has started, at an
altitude of roughly 2,000 feet. His
action was not enough to save
Hiroshima, though perhaps a few
thousand more would have died in

(MORE)
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VOOTA (cont'd)
the initial blast if he had not
tried. He lost his body in the
blast.

INT. IT POD 2

It is August 9, 1945.

VOOTA
(over radio)

You don't have to do this, Puaht.
These devices are much heavier than
we expected them to be; it is
unlikely you will have much
success.

PUAHT
I did not believe the old one when
he first told us he wanted to
intervene. But we are old friends
now; I must follow him.

VOOTA
(over radio)

As you choose. After all, you are a
Free Being!

PUAHT
I suppose I am, young one, I
suppose I am. Perhaps we will meet
again some day, eh?

EXT. NAGASAKI AT THE TIME OF THE U.S. ATTACK

Action as described in the narration.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

The Nagasaki bomb detonated 1,600
feet above a tennis court. Puaht
inserted his pod into the descent
path quite late, and with no
obvious success. He lost his body
in that blast.

EXT. MARSHALL ISLANDS AT THE TIME OF THE BIKINI TEST

It is 1946. Action as described.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

I learned of the tests to be held
in the Marshall Islands, and
arranged to arrive there in time
for the 1 July test at Bikini
Atoll. The humans had no ability to
detect my kind, and had no idea I
was there.
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Voota reaches the island by swimming there.

The bomb explodes, creating a huge mushroom cloud.

VOOTA
(as narrator)

I lost my old body on that day, and 
returned to Japan in early 1947. I
became an electronics engineer
there. And I found the others, too.

INT. JAPANESE TEAHOUSE

Three men sit together, enjoying a meal. Two are slightly
older. The younger one (an engineer) speaks excitedly about
a new discovery, the transistor. It will enable them to
miniaturize electronic equipment, putting a personal radio
in the hand of every being on the planet.

The ending graphic shows the arm of a young person moving up
slowly to its face. And as it rises, the device in the hand
transforms from a 1960s transistor radio to something like a
walkie-talkie, to an older cell phone, and finally a new
cell phone, perhaps showing the little Android symbol.

Fade out.

Note: Credits should roll to the song "Space Captain" by
Matthew Moore. Any version OK, though I like the one by Joe
Cocker.

Notes:

Lemurian and Lemuria: 

http://www.etlanguages.com  "Keeping It Real -- Tobias and
Jac speak in Lemurian in an actual short conversation then
explained in English."

Tobias Beharrell is from Canada and works in what I consider
the New Age fields of "quantum energy medicine" and "mind
enhancement."

In conversations Lemuria has been described as a "truck
stop" or "port city" and the language that developed there
is seen as a mixture of different languages of people who
used Earth in the past, including the Annunaki or "Anu."

Lyrian is full of "sh" sounds and appears to be whispered.

Telepathy is very common everywhere but here. Many of these
languages are used along with telepathy to help convey a
fuller meaning.

12,800 years ago: See Graham Hancock for his research
journalism. For more New Age ideas see Rupert Sheldrake.
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